
From: Info
To: Holbrook, Marcia
Subject: Very High Fire Hazard designation
Date: Monday, March 14, 2022 7:38:58 PM

Message submitted from the <Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA> website.

Site Visitor Name: Judy Clayton
Site Visitor Email: 

I received a message about your proposal to change our designation from Wildland Urban
Interface to Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones which does not sound like a desirable
change. 
A few months ago I was informed that both my homeowner's and umbrella insurance policies
would not be renewed. Although I did get coverage with a different insurance company, I
wonder how this change would affect us.

At a minimum, I believe you should postpone taking action on this proposal to ensure that the
communities that will be affected by this change be fully informed about the rationale for this
change; any effects it would have regarding insurance issues; and be provided with an
opportunity for public discussion.

Judy Clayton
cc: Fire Chief Winnacker
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From: Info
To: Holbrook, Marcia
Subject: Email contact from Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA
Date: Monday, March 14, 2022 8:02:34 PM

Message submitted from the <Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA> website.

Site Visitor Name: Nick Mitchell
Site Visitor Email: 

Hello Chief Dave, I strongly oppose your recommendation on changing our designation from
Wildland Urban Interface to Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones for many matters and
encourage you to ld postpone taking action on this proposal to ensure that the communities
that will be affected by this change be fully informed about the rationale for this change

Item 8.2 
03



From: Suzanne Jones
To: Info
Subject: Comment re 3.16.22 Agenda Item 8.2 Ordinance 22-03
Date: Tuesday, March 15, 2022 10:11:07 AM

Dear MOFD Board of Directors:

We wanted to follow up with additional information relevant to our comment letter of 2.16.22
(pasted below) regarding Ordinance 22-03.

Since that meeting, and in light of concerns raised regarding homeowners insurance, we spoke
directly with two insurance agents including our State Farm agent, Jay Scott.  Our takeaways from
the conversation with Mr. Scott were as follows:

State Farm has its own experts that calculate fire risk based on physical factors (e.g.
topography, wind currents, vegetation, etc.) which form the inputs into their risk models. Mr.
Scott does not expect local fire district maps to become a factor in these assessments.
He was unequivocal that State Farm would not cancel anyone’s policy or raise rates based on
a change in the District’s maps. 
State Farm welcomes any steps at the local level that will encourage safer, more fire-resistant
homes.
He said we may be eligible for a discount on our insurance premium thanks to the extensive
fuels mitigation we’ve completed around our home and that we are part of a Firewise
Community; he is sending us information about how to request that.

After that conversation, Suzanne also stopped by the newly opened State Farm office in Moraga, and
spoke to agent Timi Adeyemo, who concurred with the points above as well.

As a result of these direct conversations with our insurance company, we are not concerned about
our coverage should Ordinance 22-03 pass.  We are, however, very concerned about construction in
our area that does not comply with the State’s current ember-resistant, emergency access and other
hazard mitigation regulations. 

Redesignating the District’s LRA “high” fire severity zones to “very high” appears to be the most
efficient and legally robust means by which to apply the State’s Title 14 regulations promptly to
areas which, we must all acknowledge, do objectively warrant that classification, and which will likely
be so designated anyway when the State maps are updated. 

As such, we strongly support passage of this ordinance. We live in an SRA zone that is already subject
to the Title 14 regulations. This ordinance will bring neighboring LRA properties into conformity with
the same strict regulations, making both our property and those of our neighbors safer in the face of
the serious fire dangers we must now all manage together.

Thank you for your consideration,

Rob Elia and Suzanne Jones

Item 8.2 
04



Moraga, CA 94556
 

From: Suzanne Jones  
Sent: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 12:41 PM
To: 'info@mofd.org' <info@mofd.org>
Subject: Comment re 2/16.22 Agenda Item 8.6 , LRA VHFHSZ
 
To the MOFD Board of Directors:
 
We are writing to express our support for the adoption of Ordinance 22-03.  First, however, we want
to express our sincere appreciation to the District for the critical work it is doing to help the Moraga-
Orinda-Canyon community become better educated about and prepared for wildfire.  
 
The District’s outreach and support efforts—including the Chief’s excellent community presentations
explaining the risks, District staff’s consultations to help residents improve defensible space, and the
MOFD chipping program--have very directly helped us do a much better job preparing our home and
our family to survive a wildfire.  
 
We are also grateful for MOFD’s ongoing work to secure funding for additional shaded firebreaks,
and that it is collaborating with natural-resource agencies and organizations to take a balanced
approach to protecting habitat and environmental resources while significantly reducing the ability
of wildfire to spread through the community.
 
Within this context of MOFD’s many efforts to respond adequately to rapidly increasing fire dangers,
we write in support of Ordinance 22-03 before you tonight.  As important as all the aforementioned
strategies are, the District cannot mitigate our area’s fire risks to the maximum extent feasible
without the ability to apply state regulations within the LRA, where appropriate, as well as the SRA.
 
We currently live within the SRA and are thus already subject to the Title 14 fire regulations. We
have noted with concern that abutting LRA lands, with fire hazards every bit as great as ours, are not
currently subject to the same set of rules.
 
Ordinance 22-03 would enable these LRA zones to be treated in accordance with their true risks,
allowing for appropriate measures to reduce fire dangers in both the SRA and the LRA, to the benefit
of everyone. We urge you to adopt the ordinance.
 
With very best regards,
 
Rob Elia and Suzanne Jones

Moraga, CA 94556
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