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From: Michele Starkey
To: Info; Roemer, Mike
Subject: Community Wildfire Risk Reduction in Orinda
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 9:05:05 AM

To the Chairman of the MOFD Board and Board Members:

Many of us have had our homeowners insurance non renewed and we are very aware of the
fire risk in our area and are doing our part to mitigate the fire risk in our yards.

Removing our beautiful landscaping isn't the solution to fire mitigation in our area.

Why not focus on the homes that are like jungles or 3 Woodland that is a used car lot with 30
gas tanks in old vehicles sitting there.

In Marin, a solution that they have implemented is to go home to home and identify individual
homeowner risks such as removing wood piles or dead trees, thereby targeting the biggest
risks, while leaving the beautiful and lower risk landscaping intact. 

There has to be a more sensible solution to fire mitigation in Orinda.

Thank you.

On behalf of concerned homeowners in Orinda.
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From: Moraga-Orinda Fire District
To: Info
Subject: Feedback for Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 11:12:36 AM

You have received this feedback from Steve Stahle < Stevestahle@sbcglobal.net > for the
following page: 

https://www.mofd.org/our-district/district-overview/contact-us

I am opposed to the new 5ft clearance! I live in Orindawoods which is known for serene
beauty! This ordinance would seriously impact our property values,but do little for fire
abatement! 
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From: Steven Thorne
To: Info
Subject: Public questions for November 20, 2024 MOFD Open Session Meeting
Date: Monday, November 18, 2024 3:23:20 PM

To the Chairman of the MOFD Board and Board Members:

I look forward to your responses on my following questions, related to the future Zone Zero
Ordinance, which will be discussed on the agenda

How is this not a special ballot/proposal to be voted on by the entire community, who
will financially and legally be held accountable to it? What is your opinion regarding
this?

How have you measured the general awareness for this proposal among the impacted
community? What % of the impacted community know of this proposal ?

Since Orinda has never had a significant fire, how is this policy going to make a data
supported improvement to our community, justifying the financial, labor and aesthetic
burden placed on homeowners ?

How will homeowners apply for reimbursement to offset the costs incurred?  Will tax
credits be available? What is the criteria for a household to claim financial hardship?

Does the Zone Zero perimeter start from the house foundation or from the farthest
extension of the dwelling , like the rain gutters?  There are incremental costs to the
homeowner based on your answer.

 How are recommended succulents less flammable compared to California natives,
roses, or ornamental shrubbery which are kept green and healthy? 

For homes that have tall pine trees outside of a 5-foot perimeter, but drop dry pine
needles on the owner's roof and those of surrounding homes, what has been and what
will be your fire abatement policy?  How have you minimized such a fire risk in the past
with those home owners?

 #3 and 3 B Woodland Ave in Del Rey, have an ever-changing volume of old, abandoned
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cars and large RV  homes parked on a highly flammable open field of dry grass.  From a
fire perspective, why and how are these allowed to remain? How does the local zoning
allow for this?  What have been your specific efforts to minimize this fire hazard risk in
the past and your plan to do so in the future? 

If a fire is 20 feet or 10 feet away from my house, with embers blowing towards my
roof, how would Zone Zero truly make a difference, compared to requiring homeowners
to invest in fireproofing their roofs or siding ?  What California based data do you have
to support your answer, other than referencing a single national TV news segment?

What is your enforcement plan for this ordinance should it officially pass? Beginning
when ? How will homeowners be notified?

When a homeowner decides to sell and move out of Orinda ( due in part to the passing
of this ordinance) is the sale conditional on the completion of this zone work? If so, as of
what date? If so, what is the  “proof”  that must be presented during escrow? From
whom does the homeowner get documentation? Will this require first a physical
inspection by the MOFD? 

Thank you very much,

Steven Thorne
Orinda, CA.
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