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Date First Name Last Name I am a District 
Resident of

Have you 
reviewed the 
proposed Fire 
Hazard Severity 
Zone maps?

Please provide your comments, concerns, or suggested changes regarding the proposed FHSZ maps

3/5/2025 Nick Waranoff City of Orinda Yes; I have compared the most recent prior fire hazard zone map against the latest one and have confirmed 
that my house and neighboring houses that were formerly in a very high fire hazard severity zone have 
been "downgraded" and are now in a high fire hazard severity zone.  I urge that you NOT inquire as to 
why locations were “downgraded” because the response may be to upgrade them back to very high 
hazard.  This would not be good for residents and could adversely affect our ability to renew our 
insurance.  
Also, I suggest that any implementation of zone zero start with VHFHSZ and see how it plays out, 
before expanding it to high fire hazard severity zones.  I believe that this would be a good idea 
politically and practically.  

3/5/2025 Mike Reaves City of Orinda Yes; Zone Zero is proposed to be 0-5 feet away from your home. Given that ADUs in Orinda are permitted 
to be 4 feet from the property line, where there is usually a fence, often times a wood fence, how do 
you propose to reconcile this? Expecting people to rip down their fences and replace with steel or 
other non-combustible material is going to be expensive for homeowners. We don't need to bear yet 
another expense due to PG&E-caused wildfires. I already have large increases to my power bill and 
insurance which can be attributed to PG&E. There needs to be some relief for homeowners. Take 
some of PG&E's record profits and distribute to homeowners for mitigation. Don't put this financial 
burden onto homeowners.

3/8/2025 Laura Myers  City of Orinda Yes; I’m concerned about how the boundaries between very high, high and moderate risk were determined 
in the knickerbocker neighborhood (stein way, oak road, Barbara road). The risk goes from very high to 
moderate over a very short distance but the fuels, slope do not change that quickly. I’d like to 
understand what explains the risk boundaries in this neighborhood which do not make sense. For 
example, proximity to stein way (great access by fire department vehicles) and the fire hydrant at the 
intersection of Stein/Oak are major protective factors but the areas with poorer access and no fire 
hydrants are listed as less risk. Barbara road is still extremely mountainous, lots of fuel and much more 
difficult to access.  I think this neighborhood needs to be re examined looking at the local geography 
rather than using mathematical models/mapping software to arbitrarily draw boundaries. 
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3/8/2025 Steve Compton City of Orinda Yes; The area around Oak Road just South of Stein Way is developed and well maintained, there are mainly 
grass or low fire risk irrigated yards on this street. Can we have Oak Road re-categorized as a lower risk 
than "Very High"?

3/11/2025 Tyler Burkett City of Orinda Yes; I bought my house (on Oak Rd) in Oak Springs 4 years ago because it wasn't listed as a fire hazard. It's 
now suddenly listed as a severe hazard.

I do appreciate all the work of Cal Fire. I'm curious what has changed in that time? and what can be 
done about it?
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