
Attachment D 

Written public comments received regarding the proposed Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
maps and related ordinance 25-03, as of the May 16, 2025, posting of the May 21, 2025, 
Board packet. 

1. Nick Waranoff – City of Orinda 

2. Mike Reaves – City of Orinda 

3. Laura Myers – City of Orinda 

4. Steve Compton – City of Orinda 

5. Tyler Burkett – City of Orinda 

6. Joan Dorsey – Town of Moraga 

7. Chee Chow – City of Orinda 

8. Richard Husby – Town of Moraga 

9. Pamela Friedman – City of Orinda 

10. Steve Cohn – City of Orinda 

11. Scot Cunningham – Town of Moraga 

12. Sandy Pearson – City of Orinda 

13. John Radke – City of Orinda 

14. Frank Rockwood – City of Orinda 

15. Jim Silicani – Town of Moraga 
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To: MOFD Board of Directors 
From:  Steve Cohn 
Date: April 16, 2025 
Subject: Public Comment Agenda Item 10.1, Ordinance No. 25-03 

This comment pertains specifically to the adoption of Exhibit A, The Official Map of the 
Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 

It appears that this map is the same as the map recently created by CalFire. 

I do not believe that this map accurately reflects the wildfire risk in Orinda (I have not 
examined the Moraga portion of the map). 

While I agree that there is an extreme risk of wildfire in most, if not all, of Orinda, there 
are specific areas of the map that do not “smell right” to me, a casual observer. 

I am not an expert so I pose the following question to the District: Does it have an expert 
opinion on whether or not the map that the board is being asked to adopt accurately 
reflect the wildfire risk in the district? 

Below I comment on three specific areas in Orinda that do not seem right. 

The first is the area between Scenic Drive and Estates Drive.  This area was modeled 
by UC’s Center for Catastrophic Risk Management (CCRM) in its wildfire prevention 
proposal to Orinda in 2022.  They modeled the risk of wildfire using the FlamMap 
software which has been in use since 2006.  (This is the same modeling tool XyloPlan, 
Chief Winnacker’s new company, is currently using.)  Their model showed an extreme 
risk of wildfire in the fireshed running between the two streets, projecting flame lengths 
in excess of 12 feet under certain conditions which translates to heat generation beyond 
“extreme”, precluding the ability of suppression units to get near the fire and most likely 
taking out the homes on Scenic and Estates.  Maybe some mitigation work has been 
done to reduce the risk since 2022, but a recent examination of this fireshed by a fuel 
mitigation expert indicated that there is still tens of thousands of dollars of work needed 
to make the fireshed wildfire “safe”. (see https://www.saferorinda.info/wildfire-
prevention-in-orinda-example)  Yet, the CalFire map shows this area to be of moderate 
risk with the top (the riskiest portion) being unrated. 

The next is the Wilder subdivision.  My understanding is that at one point in time MOFD 
designated Wilder as a “shelter-in-place” neighborhood due to its low risk of wildfire.  
Looking at it, there is little to burn.  Its west side is adjacent to unregulated wildland, but 
the development is over a half mile across with virtually no major vegetation.  For most 
of it to be considered a Very High wildfire risk, and the rest High risk, when other areas 
in Orinda with more vegetation are not even rated, seems wrong. 
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Third is the Miramonte High School campus.  The playing fields (football and baseball) 
are rated Very High and the building area High or Moderate risk, when they are 
hundreds of feet from any vegetation. 
 
I do not know what the purpose of adopting this map is.  If it is to put the fear-of-god into 
the residents of Orinda and Moraga, I believe that fear is already there.  If it is to help 
people make their properties more fire safe, I don’t see it accomplishing anything.  If it is 
just to comply with a state law so that we can ignore it and move on to actually 
accomplish something, then maybe it is OK if you rubber-stamp it, even though it is 
faulty. 
 
At the very least I think the Board should question the validity of the map and consider 
developing a map that accurately models the fire risk, neighborhood-by-neighborhood, 
property-by-property, and periodically (annually?) update the map to monitor the risk of 
wildfire over time (as we periodically survey and maintain our roads even though no one 
has ever died from a pothole). 
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Scenic – Estates Fireshed 
 

        
 
                Fire Hazard Zone Map                                                   CCMP Model (FlamMap) 
            
           

 
 
 
FlamMap predicts flame lengths as great as 18’, energy in excess of 1,000 BTU per square foot.  This 
is beyond extreme.   
 
CalFire / MOFD Fire Hazard Severity Zone Map shows the same area ranging from high, to 
moderate, to unrated (safer than moderate). 
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Wilder 
 

       
 
            Fire Hazard Zone Map                                                       Satellite View 
 
The Wilder development is over 3,000 feet across and is free of major vegetation.  Because of its low 
risk of fire spread, MOFD has designated it a “shelter in place” neighborhood.  How can the CalFire 
fire hazard zone map consider it mostly a “Very High” fire danger zone? 
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Miramonte High School 
 

       
 
                 Fire Hazard Zone Map                                                       Satellite View 
 
 
The Miramonte High School campus is 1,400 feet across and is free of major vegetation.  How can 
the CalFire fire hazard zone map consider the playing fields a “Very High” fire danger zone and the 
buildings in a “High” hazard zone? 
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City and County boundaries as of 10/22/24 (CA Board of Equalization)

CAL FIRE State Responsibility Areas (SRA25_1)

CAL FIRE Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZSRA23_3, FHSZLRA_25_1)

Data Sources:

Daniel Berlant, State Fire Marshal, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Joe Tyler, Director/Fire Chief, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary for Natural Resources, CA Natural Resources Agency

Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of CaliforniaThe State of California and the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection make no representations or warranties regarding the
accuracy of data or maps. Neither the State nor the Department shall
be liable under any circumstances for any direct, special, incidental,
or consequential damages with respect to any claim by any user or
third party on account of, or arising from, the use of data or maps.

and other relevant factors including areas where winds
have been identified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal
as a major cause of wildfire spread.

statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard that is
expected to prevail in those areas. Moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones shall be based on fuel loading, slope, fire weather,

Government Code section 51178 requires the State Fire
Marshal to identify areas in the state as moderate, high,
and very high fire hazard severity zones based on consistent

Waterbody

Unzoned LRA

Incorporated City

Projection: NAD 83 California Teale Albers
Scale: 1:41,000 at 11" x 17"
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0 1 2Mi

Very High High Moderate

Very High High Moderate

Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) in Local Responsibility
Area (LRA), as Identified by the State Fire Marshal

Orinda
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UNINCORPORATED
CONTRA COSTA CO.

UNINCORPORATED
CONTRA COSTA CO.

BERKELEY

LAFAYETTE

MORAGAOAKLAND
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February 24, 2025

As Identified by the
State Fire Marshal

Local Responsibility Area
Fire Hazard Severity Zones
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Fire Hazard Severity Zones in State Responsibility
Area (SRA), Effective April 1, 2024
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From: Scot Cunningham
To: Info
Subject: comments regarding fire districkt FHSZ map
Date: Monday, April 14, 2025 9:05:08 AM
Attachments: image.png

Dear Moraga Fire District, 

RE:  new proposed FHSZ  map....

I am a resident of Paseo De Moraga Townhouse on Paseo Bernal.

 Your proposed map shows our portion in a sever fire danger show our complex int he
severe fire danger area of the map. I ask that we have a chance to discuss this zoning
and mitigations to get us out of the designated area.   We as an association already
spend a tremendous amount of time, energy and money to mitigate fire hazards
including a very large buffer zone, cutting trees, weeds, clearing debris etc.   This area is
a downhill lie from the upper portions of this topography., Fire tends to blow uphill, not
downhill.

Please, could we reconsider this issue as it severely impacts our ability to get insurance,
which doesn't help anybody here in Moraga.. Living is already expensive and a number of
folks who live here are barely getting by. 

Please let's discuss this and how we can get out of it, at your earliest convenience..
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Scot K Cunningham
Pacific Banker's Bancorp
Principal, Broker
267 Paseo Bernal
Moraga, CA 94556
(510)407-2969
scotcunningham1@gmail.com
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MOFD Directors 
April 15, 2025 

Dear MOFD Board,  

I am writing to comment on the new proposed map of  Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  
    I would like to share this information, which came in a newsletter from Save Mt 
Diablo, featuring the new maps from Cal Fire for the Pittsburgh/Antioch areas:  

"Some CAL FIRE officials have pointed out that the maps could give residents in areas considered 
moderate or no hazard a false sense of  security. 

The maps do not consider structures including homes and other buildings as “fuel” that can 
contribute to rapid fire spread, as happened in the catastrophic Los Angeles fires.  

Some officials would like to see the Zone 0 regulation apply to all the hazard zones." 

If  I understand correctly, the new maps do not consider the hazard high-density 
wood frame houses pose to eachother.   We have recently seen pretty clearly how 
these neighborhoods burn, as in Altadena and Pacific Palisades.   

 The risk posed by a neighboring structure may be a lot higher than from  properly 
maintained  vegetation. Larger lots that space  highly flammable houses farther 
apart could actually have some benefits in breaking up the fuel load and fire 
intensity.  

I hope you can go over this question at the meeting tomorrow night. At this point, I 
would agree with the above quotation, that people finding themselves in the "Safe" 
Zone on the new maps might assume they are safer than they really are. I also am 
inclined to think they would benefit from home hardening as much as anyone.  

Sincerely,  

Sandy Pearson 
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From: John D Radke
To: Info
Subject: Public Comment Agenda Item 10.1, Ordinance No. 25-03
Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 2:40:46 PM

To: MOFD Board of Directors
From: John Radke
Date: April 16, 2025

Subject: Public Comment Agenda Item 10.1, Ordinance No. 25-03

My comment pertains specifically to the adoption of Exhibit A, The Official Map of the Moraga-Orinda Fire
Protection District Fire Hazard Severity Zones.

I have studied the landscape and potential wildfire risks in the East Bay for over 30 years. In 2020 we modeled 70
km2, including the City of Orinda, at 1 meter2 spatial resolution using both airborne lidar and imagery (that
included a near-infrared band). This is the spatial scale necessary to predict wildfire risk to any community.

The map on the https://www.mofd.org/ web site entitled: “Attachment B: Exhibit A The Official Map of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire Protection District Fire Hazard Severity Zones MAP.pdf”, appears to have been constructed from a
very low spatial resolution dataset.  It is extremely simplistic and should not be used to assess fire hazard
severity.  This map does not represent reality and if used to assess neighborhood risk, let alone parcel level risk,
would not serve the citizens of Orinda.  I strongly urge you to not accept this as a valid document/map of the
 Moraga-Orinda Fire District Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  It is false! 
John Radke, Orinda, CA

-- 
John Radke, PhD
Professor Emeritus,
Professor of the Graduate School,
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning,
City and Regional Planning,
Center for Catastrophic Risk Management,
University of California, Berkeley
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From: frank.rockwood@gmail.com
To: Info
Subject: FHSZ / Zone Zero
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 11:08:30 AM

I strongly believe that the argument that all properties should comply with Zone Zero
rules regardless of their fire hazard severity zone (FHSZ) designation to “avoid confusing
situations where one neighbor might have to comply with Zone Zero rules whiles others
close by might not ...”(Source: Lamorinda Weekly ; 4/19/2025) is inane. By this logic, we
should do away with zoning maps and treat all properties within any given municipality
equally “to avoid confusion”.  It seems that at least one MOFD board member believes
that residents of Moraga-Orinda are so stupid that they can’t read or understand a basic
map.

What is the purpose of undertaking (and California residents paying for) a detailed study
of risk by area if the results are going to be disregarded for the sake of simplicity?  I’m not
an attorney but I suspect that if MOFDF wantonly disregards such studies prepared by a
state agency in good faith that their decision will be more vulnerable to legal challenge.

Mr. F. Rockwood, Resident of Orinda since 2008.
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From: Jim Silicani
To: Info
Cc: Cristina Candelori
Subject: Public Comment Regarding New FHSZ For Moraga
Date: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 5:25:31 PM

Hello,

I attempted to leave my remarks on the On LIne Forum, but the system was "not accepting
comments"  this afternoon.

I reside at 210 Paseo Bernal in Moraga, which is within the Paseo de Moraga Homeowners
Association.  I also head the Landscape Committee which is heavily involved with wildfire
risk mitigation.  I spent over 40 years as a commercial insurance broker.

I was very surprised to review the Cal Fire FHSZ map of our area, which shows our property
split between "high" and "very high" risk.  I would like to learn of Cal Fire's methodology in
mapping our area.  I have a feeling they utilized satellite mapping and some sort of software
modeling and doubt very much if anyone from Cal Fire set foot on our property.  I
understand that Cal Fire is unwilling to disclose their mapping methodology which is
mystifying and a shocking lack of transparency.

If they had, and arranged a meeting with us, they would have learned the following, which
should have been factored into their mapping and future rules:

annual tree trimming and removal in accordance with MOFD requirements
removal of Juniper near structures and roadways
removal of Rosemary near structures
annual weed abatement on south and east hillsides to 3 inches - no later than June 1
enforcement of MOFD on vegetation within Owner patio areas
we are considering additional fire-hardening procedures such as attic vent screening

We would like to see one set of rules for our community factoring in ongoing wildfire
mitigation work.

Sincerely,

Jim Silicani

Public Comment 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) Maps 
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