
Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
April 16, 2025 
(APPROVED MAY 21, 2025) 

1. OPENING CEREMONIES 
The Board of Directors convened in Open Session at 6:32 p.m. on April 16, 2025, at the Orinda 
Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, California 94563. This meeting was conducted in a hybrid 
format allowing both in-person and remote public participation. Audio and video recordings are 
available at www.mofd.org/agendas. Second Vice President Danziger chaired the meeting and called 
it to order. 

Present were the following Directors and Staff (present in person unless noted with asterisks): 

Board Members: Director John Jex, Director Craig Jorgens (absent), Director Mike Roemer, 
President Greg Hasler*, and Second Vice President Steven Danziger 

Staff: Fire Chief Jeff Isaacs, Deputy Fire Chief Lucas Lambert, Administrative Services 
Director Gloriann Sasser, and District Clerk Marcia Holbrook 

District Counsel: Renne Public Law Group Founding Partner Jonathan Holtzman 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT – CLOSED SESSION ITEMS (audio 00:01:15/video 00:02:27) 
There were no requests to address the Board. 

At 6:33 p.m., the Board adjourned to Closed Session. 

3. CLOSED SESSION 
3.1 Conference with Labor Negotiator – Unrepresented Employees 

(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Employee Organization: Unrepresentative Employees 
Agency Designated Representative: Fire Chief Jeff Isaacs 

At approximately 6:57 p.m., the Board adjourned the Closed Session. 
4. RECONVENE THE MEETING (audio 00:2:30/video 00:29:51) 

Second Vice President Danziger reconvened the Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board of Directors 
regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. Present were the following Directors and Staff (present in person unless 
noted with asterisks): 
Board Member: Director John Jex, Director Craig Jorgens (absent), Director Mike Roemer, 

President Greg Hasler*, and Second Vice President Steven Danziger 
Staff: Fire Chief Jeff Isaacs, Deputy Fire Chief Lucas Lambert, Administrative Services 

Director Gloriann Sasser, Fire Marshal Casey Irving, Finance Manager Mary 
Smith*, Human Resources Manager Christine Russell, Office Specialist 
Emergency Preparedness Julie Sparks, and District Clerk Marcia Holbrook 

District Counsel: Renne Public Law Group Founding Partner Jonathan Holtzman, Partner Rubin 
Cruse, Jr.* (arrived at 7:06 p.m.) 

5. REPORT OF CLOSED SESSION ACTION (audio 00:03:05/video 00:30:28) 
Second Vice President Danziger announced that there was no reportable action from Closed Session. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
6.1 Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 25-01, An Ordinance of the Moraga-

Orinda Fire Protection District of Contra Costa County Revising a Schedule of Fees for 
District Services and Superseding Ordinance No. 24-01 (audio 00:03:05/video 00:30:35) 
Fire Chief Isaacs provided the report. At the March 19, 2025, Board Meeting, the Board 
approved the introduction and waived the first reading of Ordinance 25-01, revising the schedule 

http://www.mofd.org/agendas
https://www.youtube.com/live/GesmrFgd7o4?si=boISi_8TU0HFTq1G&t=244
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=Q0FMDKdhNVfGzhg0&t=1791
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=enSPkwXkURVqYutp&t=1828
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=shM4WjGVxBvTkohg&t=1835
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of fees for District services. No changes were made to the Ordinance following its introduction. 
Public notice of the proposed fees was provided in accordance with Health and Safety Code 
Section 13916(b) and Government Code Section 6066, inviting interested parties to attend the 
public hearing or submit written comments. No written public comments were received.  The 
Directors asked questions about the updated property transfer inspection process, including the 
shift from self-reporting to in-person inspections.  

Director Danziger requested that Staff connect with the local Board of Realtors to ensure they 
are informed about the new fee structure and procedural changes.  

Second Vice President Danziger opened the public hearing. There were no requests to 
address the Board. The public hearing was closed.  
Motion by Director Jex and seconded by Director Hasler to waive the reading and adopt 
Ordinance No. 25-01, an ordinance of the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District of 
Contra Costa County, revising the schedule of fees for District services and superseding 
Ordinance No. 24-01. The Motion carried by a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, 
Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: None; Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 

6.2 Second Reading and Adoption of Ordinance No. 25-02, An Ordinance of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire Protection District of Contra Costa County establishing and adopting a 
schedule of fees and collections policies for Ambulance Transport and Superseding 
Ordinance No. 24-02 (audio 00:18:43/video 00:46:12) 
Fire Chief Isaacs provided the report. At the March 19, 2025, board meeting, the Board 
approved the introduction and waived the reading of Ordinance 25-02, establishing and 
adopting a schedule of fees and collections policies for Ambulance Transport and Superseding 
Ordinance No. 24-02. Public notice of the proposed fees was given in accordance with Health 
and Safety Code section 13916(b) and Section 6066 of the Government Code, inviting 
interested parties to attend the public hearing or submit written comments to be heard on the 
Ordinance. No public comments have been received regarding the fee schedule. 

Director Roemer inquired if the heart monitoring equipment (EKGs) is included under the 
Advanced Life Support (ALS) ambulance fee.  If it is not included, he asked if the District could 
amend the fee schedule mid-year to incorporate the charge or if such a change would need to 
wait until the next annual update. District Counsel Holtzman advised that fee updates are 
typically made on an annual basis and recommended incorporating any such changes into next 
year’s fee schedule.  

Fire Chief Isaacs confirmed that Staff would follow up with the District's consultants and provide 
a response to the Board regarding whether heart monitoring is included in the current ALS fee. 

Second Vice President Danziger opened the public hearing. There were no requests to 
address the Board. The public hearing was closed. 
Motion by Director Roemer and seconded by Director Jex to waive the reading and 
adopt Ordinance No. 25-02, An Ordinance of the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District 
of Contra Costa County establishing and adopting a schedule of fees and collections 
policies for Ambulance Transport and Superseding Ordinance No. 24-02. Said Motion 
carried a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: None; 
Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None) 

6.3 Status of Vacant Positions as Required by AB 2561 (audio 00:23:04/video 00:50:08) 
Administrative Services Director Sasser presented the annual report required by AB 2561, 
which mandates a public hearing on vacancies as well as recruitment and retention efforts.  As 
of March 31, 2025, the District reported a 15.8% vacancy rate for Local 1230 positions, no 
vacancies among Chief Officers, and a 5.7% vacancy rate for Unrepresented Employees, with 
the remaining vacancy scheduled to be filled the following Monday. Staff conducted eight 
recruitments during the fiscal year and reviewed internal hiring procedures. As a result, the 
District will eliminate the requirement for a resume and cover letter in future recruitment for 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=n8jPNnmXPMRvt4I6&t=2772
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=BT8wk41G9CC3yP8o&t=3008
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certain positions to reduce barriers when applying.  Employee organizations were notified and 
invited to participate in the hearing, as required by law. 

Second Vice President Danziger opened the Public Hearing and Comment and invited 
representatives of the recognized employee organizations to address the Board or offer 
remarks. 

1. Anthony Stephens, United Professional Firefighters of Contra Costa County, IAFF Local 
1230 (in person), thanked the District for its ongoing efforts in recruitment and hiring and 
expressed appreciation for the opportunity to comment. He noted that no formal 
presentation would be made at this time. (audio 00:25:35/video 00:52:51) 

Second Vice President Danziger closed the Public Hearing and Comment. 
Second Vice President Danziger inquired about the rationale behind eliminating the resume and 
cover letter requirement from certain recruitment processes. ASD Sasser explained that the 
District's online application system already captures all necessary candidate information and 
requires separate uploads for a resume and cover letter, which added unnecessary steps.  The 
change was made to reduce barriers and increase the number of candidates advancing to 
interviews. 

No further questions or discussion by the Board. 
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS (audio 00:28:35/video 00:55:50) 

7.1 Brief information only reports related to meetings attended by a Director at District 
expense (Government Code Section 53232.3(d)). None reported. 

7.2 Questions and informational comments from Board members and Staff. None reported. 

7.3 Communications Received. None reported 

7.4 Fire Chief Updates (audio 00:29:12/video 00:56:35 
Fire Chief Isaacs provided an update on upcoming community wildfire preparedness events 
hosted by the Town of Moraga and the City of Orinda. 

a. Finance Report (audio 00:31:07/video 00:58:26) 
Finance Manager Smith reported that the estimated FY2024-25 Strike Team receivable 
from OES is $1.71 million, with $1.32 million received to date and a remaining balance of 
approximately $388,000. The Tunnel East Bay Hills grant project, closed on March 15, 2025.  
99.5% of the total $6.38 million expended and final reports submitted.  The District currently 
holds $20.72 million in Treasury Bills, with staggered maturities between May 2025 and 
September 2025. Additionally, the interim audit was completed the week of April 7. The 
presentation is attached to these minutes (item 6.4(a)). 

Second Vice President Danziger requested that future finance reports include the maturity 
terms (e.g., 30-day, 60-day), along with the investment and maturity dates for Treasury Bill 
investments. 

b. Human Resources (audio 00:34:57/video 01:02:13) 
Human Resources Manager Christine Russell provided an update on current recruitment 
and employment changes. Recruitment is ongoing for multiple positions, including Fire 
Captain, Firefighter/Paramedic Trainee, Fuels Mitigation Specialist, and Ambulance 
Supervisor. An eligibility list has been established for the trainee position, and Cesar 
Guzman was appointed as the new Fuels Mitigation Specialist, effective April 21, 2025. The 
presentation is attached to these minutes (item 6.4(b)). 

c. Fire Marshal (audio 00:36:39/video 01:03:53) 
Fire Marshal Irving reported a continued reduction in open cases, now totaling 25.  In March, 
14 new construction inspections and seven state-mandated inspections were completed.  In 
preparation for fire season, Staff has prioritized inspections of evacuation routes, with follow-
up inspections to occur in identified target hazard areas. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=tEMo4sx_BhdYqBKv&t=3171
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=sTtqTG4Kk6NOhwhe&t=3350
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=xManeJg4eFd9VXCk&t=3395
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=Dvp7crZCQU4sgVis&t=3506
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=3DnDn0yBP2riRE7C&t=3733
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=bRvdFuwRu8aDvJx4&t=3833
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d. Home Hardening Grant Program (audio 00:39:52 /video 01:07:06) 
Office Specialist Sparks reported that 444 residents have applied to the gutter guard 
program, with 353 orders shipped and an additional 46 fulfilled using returned materials. 
Total expenditures to date for the fiscal year are $224,611.  Director Roemer inquired about 
follow-up procedures for self-installations.  Office Specialist Sparks explained that residents 
participating in the reimbursement option are required to submit installation photos prior to 
reimbursement to verify timely and proper completion. The presentation is attached (item 
6.4(d)). 

e. Operations (audio 00:41:47/video 01:09:05) 
Deputy Fire Chief Lambert reported on recent responses and activities in the District. He 
noted that Contra Costa County's Community Warning System (CWS) representatives will 
attend the May meeting following a prior Board request. District personnel recently 
participated in a multi-agency emergency response training exercise. The public was 
reminded of the upcoming Fire Station Open House at Station 45 on May 3, 2025.  The 
presentation is attached to these minutes (item 6.4(e)).  

Fire Chief Isaacs provided follow-up comments related to the March 27, 2025, structure fire 
and the presence of an unpermitted energy storage system.  Fire prevention staff will follow 
up with the property owner. 

h. Upcoming Calendar and Events - (next 30 days) 
The Board reviewed the upcoming calendar and events. 

No public comments were received for the Announcement items. 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT – ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA (audio 00:53:58 /video 01:21:21) 
One written public comment was received from Sandy Pearson. The comment is attached to these 
minutes. All written comments are forwarded to the Board of Directors and available on the District’s 
website under the public comment section at www.mofd.org/agendas, and are attached to these 
minutes. 

9. CONSENT AGENDA (audio 00:54:54 /video 01:21:52) 
9.1 Meeting Minutes - March 19, 2025 (regular) 
9.2 Monthly Incident Report - March 2025 
9.3 Declare one 2016 International/Leader Ambulance Cab and Chassis surplus 
9.4 Approval of Salary Schedules Effective July 1, 2025 
9.5 Authorize the Fire Chief to Enter Into an Agreement with Gutterglove, Inc. for Stainless Steel Gutter 

Covering Material in the Amount Not to Exceed $99,500. 
9.6 Authorize the Approval of a Contract between the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District and Fire Trucks 

Unlimited for the Remount of Two Ambulances, in an Amount Not to Exceed $330,000.00 
9.7 Approve Resolution 25-05 Authorizing a Technology Services Agreement with Definitive Networks, Inc. for 

Information Technology Services, Fiber Connections, Management of Mobile Devices and Mobile Data 
Computers, Office 365, Management of Additional Laptop Computers and Security for the Period July 1, 
2025 through June 30, 2026 in an Amount Not to Exceed $301,896 

9.8 Adopt Resolution 25-04 Approving an Investment Policy for District Funds 

No public comments were received for items on the Consent Calendar. 

Motion by Director Jex and seconded by Director Hasler to approve Consent Agenda items 9.1-
9.8. The Motion carried a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: 
None; Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 
10. REGULAR AGENDA  

10.1 First Reading and Introduction of Ordinance No. 25-03, Designating Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones, Establishing an Urban Wildland Interface Community, and Determining the 
Ordinance is Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. (audio 
00:55:47/video 01:23:07) 
Fire Chief Isaacs introduced Ordinance 25-03 for the first reading. The Ordinance adopts the 
updated Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) maps issued by the State of California as well as 
designates the entire District as a Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) area.  This designation 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=aLJyG11nsCM_XU3S&t=4026
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=aJR3wGH2itEQMxfz&t=4145
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=u8c-0jw8ont3EKpd&t=4881
http://www.mofd.org/agendas
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=K2hqt6n4-WfvVm4a&t=4912
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=v3af6USvEr6ZKuA3&t=4987


Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
April 16, 2025 

Page 5 of  8 

 

applies to new construction and enforces more restrictive fire-resistant building standards in 
accordance with the California Building Code, California Residential Code, and California Fire 
Code, which will be consolidated under the California WUI Code beginning January 1, 2026. 
Fire Chief Isaacs clarified that the Ordinance does not relate to Zone Zero defensible space 
requirements and applies only to new construction, not renovations or remodels. 

Director Roemer requested clarification on the implications of the state-designated Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones and upcoming Zone Zero regulations.  Fire Chief Isaacs explained that, pursuant 
to state law and the Governor’s executive order, Zone Zero regulations requiring defensible 
space within five feet of structures will take effect in Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
beginning January 1, 2026.  The District will consider whether to apply those standards in other 
zones. Director Roemer acknowledged public comments questioning the fire hazard 
designations. In response, Fire Chief Isaacs stated that the District chose not to alter the state-
issued maps, citing a lack of explanation from Cal Fire regarding changes and emphasized that 
the maps reflect general hazard modeling and not parcel-level risk.  He clarified that hazard and 
risk are distinct and that the State's approach is based on broad geographic factors, not 
individualized parcel assessments. 

Second Vice President Danziger discussed the inconsistencies in the Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones, referencing specific areas such as Miramonte and Canyon. Fire Chief Isaacs 
acknowledged and explained that some parcels appear split between hazard zones due to 
unknown modeling factors, which Cal Fire has not disclosed despite requests. He reiterated that 
the District is legally required to adopt the maps as presented. Fire Chief Isaacs also clarified 
that the Board’s current action was limited to accepting the maps and designating the District 
as a Wildland Urban Interface area for new construction. Any future decision to expand Zone 
Zero regulations beyond the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones would be at the Board’s 
discretion. 

Director Roemer emphasized that the Board's action includes a determination that the 
Ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and stressed the 
importance of documenting the basis for that exemption. District Counsel Cruse confirmed 
Ordinance 25-03 qualifies under multiple CEQA exemptions: the statutory emergency 
exemption, categorical exemptions for the protection of natural resources, and a ministerial 
exemption by law for adopting state-mandated fire hazard severity zones and designating 
communities at risk. 

Director Roemer inquired whether the State's modeling and background materials could be 
incorporated by reference into the administrative record to support the Ordinance's CEQA 
exemption, particularly in the event of future litigation.  District Counsel Cruse confirmed that, 
as the District is adopting state-mandated maps, such materials would be inherently part of the 
administrative record and that no additional motion is required. District Counsel Holtzman added 
that the District may wish to maintain flexibility to evaluate or supplement the State's 
methodology in the future. 

Public Comment 
During the public comment period, District Clerk Holbrook noted that 14 written public comments 
were submitted from 1) Nick Waranoff, 2) Mike Reaves, 3) Laura Myers, 4) Steve Compton, 5) 
Tyler Burkett, 6) Joan Dorsey; 7) Chee Chow; 8) Richard Husby; 9) Jim Silicani; 10) Sandy 
Pearson; 11) Scot Cunningham; 12) Frank Rockwood; 13) Steve Cohn; and 14) John Radke. 
Comments 1-9 were included in the board packet, and 10-14 arrived after the packet was 
posted. All written comments are forwarded to the Board of Directors and are available on the 
District's website under the public comment section at www.mofd.org/agendas. They are also 
attached to these minutes. 

1. Sandy Pearson, Orinda resident (in-person), expressed concern about portions of 
Orinda being excluded from the state-designated fire hazard maps, questioned their 
accuracy, and voiced support for the Board considering the district-wide application of 
Zone Zero regulations in the future. (audio 01:12:44/video 01:40:05) 

http://www.mofd.org/agendas
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Director Roemer commented about the maps potentially creating a false sense of security, 
noting that even properties not designated as Very High, High, or Moderate are vulnerable to 
wildfire. He encouraged residents to adopt Zone Zero principles regardless of designation and 
shared his own experience walking his neighborhood to better understand the mapping. District 
Counsel Holtzman added that the State's methodology treats buildings as non-burnable, which 
may explain why developed areas appear underrepresented in the hazard designations and 
cautioned that the maps do not reflect the full extent of fire risk. 

2. Laura Myers, Orinda resident (in-person), expressed concern about the methodology 
used in the state-designated fire hazard maps, particularly the lack of hyperlocal detail 
and potential implications for insurance coverage. She questioned the purpose of 
public comment if the adoption of the maps is mandated and urged caution in 
endorsing them without further scrutiny. (audio 01:18:13/video 01:45:31) 

Director Roemer acknowledged the concern and noted that insurance companies use their own 
proprietary models, often more detailed than the State’s model, and that the Board may later 
consider applying Zone Zero standards beyond the very high zones. He emphasized the 
importance of long-term risk reduction for community insurability and resilience. Fire Chief 
Isaacs confirmed that the District is legally required to adopt the maps within 120 days of 
publication and clarified that while areas may be added, they cannot be removed. He also noted 
that the maps influence other planning documents and that failure to adopt them could create 
challenges for partner agencies. 

District Counsel Cruse clarified that adoption of the state-designated fire hazard maps does not 
preclude the District from implementing more restrictive fire safety standards in the future, 
including the potential district-wide application of Zone Zero regulations if directed by the Board. 

Motion by Director Roemer and seconded by Director Jex to introduce and waive the first 
reading of Ordinance No. 25-03, An Ordinance of the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection 
District of Contra Costa County, California, Designating Fire Hazard Severity Zones, 
Establishing an Urban Wildland Interface Community, and Determining the Ordinance is 
Exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act. The Motion carried a 4-0-1-0 roll 
call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: None; Absent: Jorgens; 
Abstain: None). 
At 8:23 p.m., District Counsel Cruse left the meeting. 

10.2 Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break Grant Update (audio 01:25:10 /video 01:52:32) 
Fire Chief Isaacs provided an informational update on the Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break 
Project funded through a $6.3 million CAL FIRE grant awarded in 2021. The project expanded 
from an originally planned 1,100 acres to a total fuel break footprint of 1,900 acres, with over 
3,000 acres treated due to efficient resource use. Although $32,000 of the grant remained 
unspent due to weather and air quality constraints, the project objectives were met. Ongoing 
maintenance will include pile burning and prescribed fire, and the District continues to monitor 
grant opportunities to fund future maintenance of this and related fuel break projects. Second 
Vice President Danziger inquired about the potential use of County Measure X funds for ongoing 
maintenance of the Tunnel East Bay Hills and North Orinda Shaded Fuel Breaks. Fire Chief 
Isaacs confirmed that the District is eligible to apply for Measure X funding.   

No public comments were received for item 10.2. 

10.3 State Mandated Inspections Overview (audio 01:32:28/video 01:59:38) 
Fire Marshal Irving presented an overview of the District’s strategy for conducting annual state-
mandated inspections in accordance with the California Health and Safety Code. Required 
inspections include Group E (schools), Group R-1 (hotels/motels), and Group R-2 
(apartments/dormitories) occupancies. The District’s inspection schedule will divide the year 
into thirds: dormitories from January through April, apartments from May through August, and 
schools from September through December. Inspection reports will be issued within 48 hours, 
with 30 days allotted for corrections or a formal Correction Action Plan. Immediate hazards must 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=5tdKzfYEgdKHrqKx&t=6331
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=LAO7FOwoT6u_cx-3&t=6752
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=RP6nZm644Eabej-S&t=7178
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be corrected immediately. The Board expressed support for the structured inspection cycle and 
asked clarifying questions regarding the timing of school inspections, procedures for St. Mary’s 
College, and inspection requirements for senior facilities. 

Following the meeting, staff issued a correction confirming that skilled nursing facilities are not 
subject to annual inspections under the current state mandate. This clarification was provided 
to the Board via email and based on guidance from the Office of the State Fire Marshal. 

No public comments were received for item 10.3. 

10.4 Approval of First Amendment to MOU Between Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District 
and Moraga-Orinda Fire Chief Officers Association to Amend Section III.C Retiree Health 
Savings Account Provisions to Provide Member Contributions to Retirement Health 
Savings Account (audio 01:41:47/video 02:09:13) 
Fire Chief Isaacs presented the First Amendment to the MOU with the Fire Chief Officers 
Association, which allows members to contribute $200 of their own funds into a retiree health 
savings account. Administrative Services Director Sasser and District Counsel Holtzman 
clarified that this change was requested after the original MOU was adopted and, although cost-
neutral to the District, required formal Board approval as it modifies the agreement. Board 
members asked clarifying questions regarding the origin of the amendment, the approval 
process, and mandatory participation. 

No public comments were received for item 10.4. 

Motion by Director Roemer and seconded by Director Jex to approve of First Amendment 
to MOU Between Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District and Moraga-Orinda Fire Chief 
Officers Association to Amend Section III.C Retiree Health Savings Account Provisions 
to Provide Member Contributions to Retirement Health Savings Account. The Motion 
carried a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: None; 
Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 

10.5 Approve Resolution 25-03 revising the Rules of Procedure for Board Meetings and 
Related Functions and Activities or Consider Providing Direction to Staff (audio 
01:45:44/video 02:13:14) 
Fire Chief Isaacs presented proposed amendments to Resolution 24-02 (Rules of Procedure), 
incorporating prior Board direction regarding presiding officers and meeting start times. Staff 
reported that earlier meeting times were not feasible due to facility limitations. The proposed 
language clarified that if the Board President is not physically present, the Vice President or 
Second Vice President shall preside. Director Roemer raised concerns about the use of "shall" 
and moved to substitute it with "may." The Motion failed for a lack of a second. Board members 
discussed the need for clarity and consistency in leadership roles when the President is absent. 
The Board also revisited potential flexibility for future meeting times but concluded that current 
limitations with the meeting venue and Zoom capabilities would prevent earlier scheduling at 
this time. 

No public comments were received for Item 10.5. 

Motion by Director Danziger and seconded by Director Jex to approve Resolution 25-03 
revising the Rules of Procedure for Board Meetings and Related Functions and Activities 
or Consider Providing Direction to Staff. The Motion carried a 3-1-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: 
Hasler, Jex, and Danziger; Noes: Roemer; Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 

10.6 Approval of Amendment 1 to Employment Agreement Between Moraga-Orinda Fire 
District and Jeff Isaacs for Position of Fire Chief (audio 01:57:34/video 02:25:01) 
Fire Chief Isaacs exited the meeting at 8:55 p.m. prior to the presentation.  

District Counsel Holtzman presented the proposed First Amendment to the Fire Chief's 
employment agreement. The amendment removes the "Interim" title, formally appoints Jeff 
Isaacs as Fire Chief, extends his contract through June 30, 2026, and provides a 5% salary 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=-t13bwHo72uWwZ-t&t=7753
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=5lwvrc1zFzmuLjT7&t=7994
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=Hu5tgQjYb0Gibykg&t=8701
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increase effective July 1, 2025, consistent with increases for other employees. The Board had 
no questions. 

No public comments were received for Item 10.6. 

Motion by Director Jex and seconded by Director Roemer to approve Amendment 1 to 
the Employment Agreement Between Moraga-Orinda Fire District and Jeff Isaacs for the 
Position of Fire Chief. The Motion carried a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, 
Roemer, and Danziger; Noes: None; Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 
Fire Chief Isaacs returned to the meeting at 8:59 p.m. 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS (audio 02:00:58/video 02:27:08) 
11.1 Standing Audit Committee (Directors Jex and Hasler) - Director Jex announced that the 

Audit Committee will meet prior to the Board meeting in May. 

11.2 Ad Hoc Committee Joint Fire Prevention w/City of Orinda (Directors Danziger and 
Jorgens)—Second Vice President Danziger reported that the committee met and discussed 
collaboration efforts. Fire Chief Isaacs noted that the Town of Moraga may also be interested 
in forming or joining a similar committee. 

11.3 Ad Hoc Committee Station 45 Facilities Project (Directors Danziger and Jorgens): The 
Committee is scheduled to meet on April 30, 2025. 

No public comments were received for the Committee Reports. 

12. REQUESTS FOR ITEMS ON FUTURE AGENDAS (audio 02:03:12/video 02:30:40) 
No requests for future agenda items were made. No public comment was received. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
At 9:01 p.m., Motion by Director Jex and seconded by Director Roemer to adjourn the 
meeting. The Motion carried a 4-0-1-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Hasler, Jex, Roemer, and Danziger; 
Noes: None; Absent: Jorgens; Abstain: None). 

/s/ Marcia Holbrook 
District Secretary/District Clerk 

For audio & video recordings of this and other Board meetings, please visit the MOFD District Board Meeting at www.mofd.org/agendas. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=xlbKUf31m1RkARhb&t=8828
https://www.youtube.com/live/XmLKaD7JAfo?si=bTx2PYZJIJmUdYMu&t=9040
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From: Jim Silicani
To: Info
Cc: Cristina Candelori
Subject: Public Comment Regarding New FHSZ For Moraga
Date: Tuesday, April 8, 2025 5:25:31 PM

Hello,

I attempted to leave my remarks on the On LIne Forum, but the system was "not accepting
comments"  this afternoon.

I reside at 210 Paseo Bernal in Moraga, which is within the Paseo de Moraga Homeowners
Association.  I also head the Landscape Committee which is heavily involved with wildfire
risk mitigation.  I spent over 40 years as a commercial insurance broker.

I was very surprised to review the Cal Fire FHSZ map of our area, which shows our property
split between "high" and "very high" risk.  I would like to learn of Cal Fire's methodology in
mapping our area.  I have a feeling they utilized satellite mapping and some sort of software
modeling and doubt very much if anyone from Cal Fire set foot on our property.  I
understand that Cal Fire is unwilling to disclose their mapping methodology which is
mystifying and a shocking lack of transparency.

If they had, and arranged a meeting with us, they would have learned the following, which
should have been factored into their mapping and future rules:

annual tree trimming and removal in accordance with MOFD requirements
removal of Juniper near structures and roadways
removal of Rosemary near structures
annual weed abatement on south and east hillsides to 3 inches - no later than June 1
enforcement of MOFD on vegetation within Owner patio areas
we are considering additional fire-hardening procedures such as attic vent screening

We would like to see one set of rules for our community factoring in ongoing wildfire
mitigation work.

Sincerely,

Jim Silicani

Public Comment 
Fire Hazard Severity Zone (FHSZ) Maps 

04/16/2025 Regular Mtg 



Date First Name Last Name I am a District Resident oHave you
reviewed the 
proposed Fire 
Hazard Severity 
Zone maps?

Please provide your comments, concerns, or suggested changes regarding the proposed FHSZ maps

3/5/2025 Nick Waranoff City of Orinda Yes; I have compared the most recent prior fire hazard zone map against the latest one and have confirmed that 
my house and neighboring houses that were formerly in a very high fire hazard severity zone have been 
"downgraded" and are now in a high fire hazard severity zone.  I urge that you NOT inquire as to why 
locations were “downgraded” because the response may be to upgrade them back to very high hazard.  This 
would not be good for residents and could adversely affect our ability to renew our insurance.  
Also, I suggest that any implementation of zone zero start with VHFHSZ and see how it plays out, before 
expanding it to high fire hazard severity zones.  I believe that this would be a good idea politically and 
practically.  

3/5/2025 Mike Reaves City of Orinda Yes; Zone Zero is proposed to be 0-5 feet away from your home. Given that ADUs in Orinda are permitted to be 4 
feet from the property line, where there is usually a fence, often times a wood fence, how do you propose to 
reconcile this? Expecting people to rip down their fences and replace with steel or other non-combustible 
material is going to be expensive for homeowners. We don't need to bear yet another expense due to PG&E-
caused wildfires. I already have large increases to my power bill and insurance which can be attributed to 
PG&E. There needs to be some relief for homeowners. Take some of PG&E's record profits and distribute to 
homeowners for mitigation. Don't put this financial burden onto homeowners.

3/8/2025 Laura Myers City of Orinda Yes; I’m concerned about how the boundaries between very high, high and moderate risk were determined in the 
knickerbocker neighborhood (stein way, oak road, Barbara road). The risk goes from very high to moderate 
over a very short distance but the fuels, slope do not change that quickly. I’d like to understand what explains 
the risk boundaries in this neighborhood which do not make sense. For example, proximity to stein way (great 
access by fire department vehicles) and the fire hydrant at the intersection of Stein/Oak are major protective 
factors but the areas with poorer access and no fire hydrants are listed as less risk. Barbara road is still 
extremely mountainous, lots of fuel and much more difficult to access.  I think this neighborhood needs to be 
re examined looking at the local geography rather than using mathematical models/mapping software to 
arbitrarily draw boundaries. 
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3/8/2025 Steve Compton City of Orinda Yes; The area around Oak Road just South of Stein Way is developed and well maintained, there are mainly grass 
or low fire risk irrigated yards on this street. Can we have Oak Road re-categorized as a lower risk than "Very 
High"?

3/11/2025 Tyler Burkett City of Orinda Yes; I bought my house (on Oak Rd) in Oak Springs 4 years ago because it wasn't listed as a fire hazard. It's now 
suddenly listed as a severe hazard.

I do appreciate all the work of Cal Fire. I'm curious what has changed in that time? and what can be done 
about it?

3/18/2025 Joan Dorsey Town of Moraga Yes; My property was classified as low hazard and now most of my property is reclassified as moderate.  Is it true 
that my entire property will be reclassified as moderate?  When will fire remediation guidelines by hazard 
class be published?   

3/20/2025 Chee Chow City of Orinda Yes; Studies have shown that clearing plants and flammable materials that lie within five feet of a building 
significantly reduces the risk of fire spreading to that building.  But by how much-- 20%?  80%?  Data from 
these studies, i.e. primary sources, should be made widely available to the public.  And not just "available"; 
this should be an active effort to educate the public. 
Once the facts are established, a more rational discussion is possible.  Arguments on one side, such as "this 
will destroy the whole character and appeal of Orinda" and "we're comfortable and familiar with the woodsy 
Orinda vibe-- that's why we moved here with our kids" contrast with the other side:  "If Orinda burns to the 
ground, what will happen to its character and appeal then?" and "how did comfort and familiarity protect 
Pacific Palisades and Altadena?" Guided by data-proven facts, people who are currently weighing one 
emotion-laden argument against another will be able to make a more informed decision.
They may also see their responsibility to the community more clearly.  This is analogous to the issue of 
vaccination, where achieving herd immunity protects the entire community, even the unvaccinated.  Data that 
show the benefits vs risks of vaccines, at various levels of vaccine uptake, is essential to decision-making.
Of course, an order to clear vegetation coming from the state level may make the issue moot, but anger and 
resentment are likely to remain, unless folks can come to the right conclusion themselves.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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3/24/2025 Richard Husby Town of Moraga Yes; I have been a homeowner in St. Marys Gardens for over 30 years. I have reviewed the newly released fire 
hazard map, and I am struggling to understand why almost all of the southeastern part of Moraga, including 
St. Marys Gardens (but excepting Bollinger Canyon?), has been elevated from moderate (2020 map) to very 
high risk (2025 map). What specifically has occurred to warrant this apparent increase in risk? Can we expect 
any explanation for the changes in ratings? I don’t believe there are wildfire risks that exist now that were not 
present five years ago. Indeed, the entire town as well as the surrounding open space has changed very little 
since I moved here.

At the same time, there are entire neighborhoods on the west side of the Oakland and Berkeley hills that have 
been reduced from very high risk (2020 maps) to high or even moderate risk (2025 map), including much of 
the area that burned during the devastating Oakland Hills fire in 1991. 

I also note that our neighborhood is a mile farther from the Oakland hills than those south of Moraga 
Shopping Center, which have no risk rating at all. 

Further, in many cases, the distance between very high risk and moderate risk zones appears to be less than 
100 yards.

Inconsistencies like these make the risk ratings seem rather arbitrary.

The fire hazard risk rating is particularly impactful for those people now included in the very high risk category 
who may see higher insurance premiums, difficulty obtaining insurance, and decreased property values. Yet 
we have no insight into how the risk ratings have been determined. Presumably there was significant 
computer modeling involved. I would hope and expect that there was also direct physical observation of all 
areas. 

Whatever the methodology, it is difficult to agree with the risk rating assigned to our neighborhood, and 
therefore I respectfully request that the rating be reviewed and reconsidered.
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4/4/2025 Pamela Friedman City of Orinda Yes; 1) I am concerned that my address has moved from “moderate risk” to “very high” risk (an increase of two risk levels) in spite of 
individual homeowner and city/fire district mitigations and hardening.  Increasing education, awareness and compliance with 
increasingly strict requirements doesn’t seem to be reflected at all.  How can Orinda’s progress not be recognized in the revised map 
while areas in the Oakland Hills that actually burned in 1991 (with 30 years’ worth of new fire fuel) were reclassified to lower risk 
categories?  

2) The boundaries between “very high”, high” and “moderate” risk in my South Orinda neighborhood don’t make logical sense for 
several reasons:

First of all, the decrease in risk severity fall in the middle of city blocks with no discernible difference in terrain, vegetation, residential 
density, home hardening, or any other differentiation that might impact wildfire spread.  

Second, it makes sense that degree of risk (and therefore boundaries between levels of risk severity) is significantly impacted by existing 
natural boundaries, like major streets (such as Moraga Way and Glorietta Blvd).  These are not only evacuation routes, but also serve as 
natural fire breaks and would be the logical locations for equipment and staff to protect residents during evacuation and to make a 
strong stand against a spreading fire. The current map completely disregards this logic.  

Third, I notice that the relatively short distances on the map from “very high” to “high” to “moderate” occur within several blocks - 
again, in the middle of residential blocks and with no distinction that would explain the differences in rating.  In South Orinda there 
should absolutely be a reduction in risk severity between the west side and east side of Moraga Way.

Fourth, creating an artificial boundary between severity of risks in the middle of residential blocks not only fails to consider my previous 
point but creates disparities in the level of home hardening required, by risk category, under the pending state regulations that seek to 
tie home hardening measures to fire risk category.  It also results in inequities for homeowners’ access to fire insurance coverage.  In my 
neighborhood the proposed map shows “very high” risk homes next door to “high” and a few doors down from “moderate” risk homes.  
The map is arbitrary but the implications are significant and costly.  Some must spend thousands more on home hardening compliance 
than their next door neighbors; some may get insurance; some won’t. 
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Moraga Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

April 14, 2025 

Dear MOFD Directors and Staff,  

I write to congratulate you on your recent legal victory in our dispute
regarding the perimeter fuelbreak requirements. I am naturally 
disappointed, but I also want you to know that I am truly sorry the 
proceding was  so expensive for MOFD, which was not my intention. I am 
well aware of the better uses that money could have gone for. I don't feel 
entirely responsible for the impressive size of the final price tag, but I 
sincerely regret it.  

I take some consolation in the fact that the judge felt the need to study the
issue closely. I am also glad that the newer ordinance allows clumps of 
bushes to remain in the perimeter area, consistent with Cal-Fire guidelines. 
You may recall the earlier ordinance, which  provoked my ire in the first 
place, allowed no bushes.  

Be that as it may, I look forward to moving past this episode and to working 
with you to improve the safety of our city and neighborhoods. I  never 
doubted  for an instant that MOFD has our best interests at heart. I support 
the clearing of zone zero around structures, as well as other home 
hardening practices, and I continue to work diligently to reduce the fire 
hazard on the property I care for.  

Sincerely,  

Sandy Pearson
  

Orinda, Ca 
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MOFD Directors 
April 15, 2025 

Dear MOFD Board,  

I am writing to comment on the new proposed map of  Fire Hazard Severity Zones.  
    I would like to share this information, which came in a newsletter from Save Mt 
Diablo, featuring the new maps from Cal Fire for the Pittsburgh/Antioch areas:  

"Some CAL FIRE officials have pointed out that the maps could give residents in areas considered 
moderate or no hazard a false sense of  security. 

The maps do not consider structures including homes and other buildings as “fuel” that can 
contribute to rapid fire spread, as happened in the catastrophic Los Angeles fires.  

Some officials would like to see the Zone 0 regulation apply to all the hazard zones." 

If  I understand correctly, the new maps do not consider the hazard high-density 
wood frame houses pose to eachother.   We have recently seen pretty clearly how 
these neighborhoods burn, as in Altadena and Pacific Palisades.   

 The risk posed by a neighboring structure may be a lot higher than from  properly 
maintained  vegetation. Larger lots that space  highly flammable houses farther 
apart could actually have some benefits in breaking up the fuel load and fire 
intensity.  

I hope you can go over this question at the meeting tomorrow night. At this point, I 
would agree with the above quotation, that people finding themselves in the "Safe" 
Zone on the new maps might assume they are safer than they really are. I also am 
inclined to think they would benefit from home hardening as much as anyone.  

Sincerely,  

Sandy Pearson 
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City and County boundaries as of 10/22/24 (CA Board of Equalization)

CAL FIRE State Responsibility Areas (SRA25_1)

CAL FIRE Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZSRA23_3, FHSZLRA_25_1)

Data Sources:

Daniel Berlant, State Fire Marshal, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Joe Tyler, Director/Fire Chief, CA Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary for Natural Resources, CA Natural Resources Agency

Gavin Newsom, Governor, State of CaliforniaThe State of California and the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection make no representations or warranties regarding the
accuracy of data or maps. Neither the State nor the Department shall
be liable under any circumstances for any direct, special, incidental,
or consequential damages with respect to any claim by any user or
third party on account of, or arising from, the use of data or maps.

and other relevant factors including areas where winds
have been identified by the Office of the State Fire Marshal
as a major cause of wildfire spread.

statewide criteria and based on the severity of fire hazard that is
expected to prevail in those areas. Moderate, high, and very high fire
hazard severity zones shall be based on fuel loading, slope, fire weather,

Government Code section 51178 requires the State Fire
Marshal to identify areas in the state as moderate, high,
and very high fire hazard severity zones based on consistent

Waterbody

Unzoned LRA

Incorporated City

Projection: NAD 83 California Teale Albers
Scale: 1:41,000 at 11" x 17"
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Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) in Local Responsibility
Area (LRA), as Identified by the State Fire Marshal
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Area (SRA), Effective April 1, 2024
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Limited Access Rescue 

Call assigned 7:57:55 Hrs.

• 1st Unit enroute 7:58:58 1 min 3 sec
•
• 1st Unit on scene 8:03:47 4 min 49 sec
•
• Bystander CPR initiated 8:05:11 10 min 20 sec after first unit assigned
•
• 1st Fire Unit initiating CPR 8:08:03    4min 16 sec after arriving on scene

• ACLS Intervention

• Return of Spontaneous Circulation 

• Ambulance enroute to John Muir ER 8:32:47 24 min 44 sec after CPR initiated by FD

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Tunnel East Bay Hills Fuel Break Grant Update

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
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