
Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
September 17, 2025 
(APPROVED: OCTOBER 15, 2025) 

1. OPENING CEREMONIES 
The Board of Directors convened an Open Session at 6:00 p.m. on September 17, 2025, at the Orinda 
Library Auditorium, 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, California 94563.  This meeting was conducted in a hybrid 
format, offering both in-person and remote options for public participation.  Both audio and video 
recordings of this meeting are available at www.mofd.org/agendas.  President Hasler called the 
meeting to order, requested a roll call, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The following Directors and Staff were present (present in person unless noted with asterisks): 
Board Members: Director Steven Danziger, Director John Jex, Director Craig Jorgens, Director Mike 

Roemer, and President Greg Hasler 
Staff: Fire Chief Jeff Isaacs, Deputy Fire Chief Lucas Lambert, Administrative Services 

Director Gloriann Sasser, and District Clerk Marcia Holbrook 
District Counsel: Renne Public Law Group Founding Partner Jonathan Holtzman 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT – CLOSED SESSION ITEMS (audio 00:01:07/video 00:02:21) 
There were no requests to address the Board. 
At 6:01 p.m., the Board adjourned to Closed Session. 

3. CLOSED SESSION 
3.1 Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation 

(Paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (e) of Section 54956.9) 
Significant exposure to litigation: One potential case 

3.2 Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation (Davies) 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Name of Case: Chris Davies v. Fire Risk Management Services, Moraga-Orinda Fire District 
Case No.  Case No.  ADJ21271903 

3.3 Conference with Legal Counsel - Existing Litigation (Nowicki) 
(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9) 
Name of Case: Peter J. Nowicki v. Contra Costa County Employee' Retirement Association, 
Moraga-Orinda Fire District, and Does 1 - 25 inclusive 
Case No.  Case No.  MSC17-01266 

3.4 Conference with Labor Negotiator - Unrepresented Employees 
(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Employee Organization: Unrepresented Employees 
Position: Prescribed Fire Program Manager 
Agency Designated Representative: Jonathan Holtzman 

3.5 Conference with Labor Negotiator - MOFCOA 
(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Employee Organization: Moraga-Orinda Fire Chief Officers’ Association 
Agency Designated Representative: Jonathan Holtzman 

3.6 Conference with Labor Negotiator - Local 1230, IAFF 
(Government Code Section 54957.6) 
Employee Organization: Local 1230, International Association of Firefighters IAFF 
Agency Designated Representative: Jonathan Holtzman 

At 6:39 p.m., the Board adjourned the Closed Session. 
4. RECONVENE THE MEETING (audio 00:01:51/video 01:01:45) 

President Hasler reconvened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.  
The following Directors and Staff were present (present in person unless noted with asterisks): 
Board Members: Director Steven Danziger, Director John Jex, Director Craig Jorgens, Director Mike 

Roemer, and President Greg Hasler 

http://www.mofd.org/agendas
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=W5QmEu6XItH5UkJ4&t=141
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=iVLGP9guY6ZD5J8I&t=3705
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Staff: Fire Chief Jeff Isaacs, Deputy Fire Chief Lucas Lambert, Fire Marshal Casey 
Irving, Administrative Services Director Gloriann Sasser, Finance Manager Mary 
Smith*, Human Resources Manager Christine Russell, and District Clerk Marcia 
Holbrook 

District Counsel: Renne Public Law Group Founding Partner Jonathan Holtzman 

5. REPORT OF CLOSED SESSION ACTION (audio 00:02:00/video 01:02:00) 
There was no reportable action from the Closed Session. 
President Hasler announced a change to the order of the Agenda and moved Item 8 – Public 
Comment – Items Not on the Agenda ahead of the scheduled Agenda to accommodate guests.  
There were no objections.   

8. PUBLIC COMMENT – ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA – out of order 
1. Janice Lieu, past president of the Moraga Garden Club, and Elizabeth Lee, current president, 

presented a $2,000 donation to support the Firewise Demonstration Garden at Station 42. 
(audio 00:02:54/video 01:02:58) 

2. Ted Gamble, a Moraga resident, expressed concern about fire hazards at a vacant property 
located at 90 Devon Drive, Moraga.  Directors acknowledged and noted that Staff would follow 
up as appropriate. (audio 00:04:51/video 01:04:45) 

District Clerk Holbrook announced that one written public comment was received from Nick Waranoff.  
The comment was forwarded to the Board of Directors, posted at www.mofd.org/agendas, and 
attached to these minutes. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
6.1 Appeal Hearing on Administrative Citation #25-0990-001, 470 Tahos Road, Orinda, CA 

94563, APN: 251201001.  (audio 00:09:14/video 01:09:45) 
Director Roemer disclosed a prior acquaintance with Dr. and Mrs. Zeller and affirmed his ability 
to remain impartial.  Fire Chief Isaacs presented the staff report and a PowerPoint presentation, 
the PowerPoint presentation is attached to these minutes.  President Hasler then opened the 
public hearing. 
Dr. Scott Zeller addressed the Board regarding his property at 470 Tahos Road, presenting a 
PowerPoint and submitting a handout titled “Compromise Proposal for 470 Tahos Road,” both 
attached to these minutes.  Dr. Zeller requested a modification to the District's ten-foot juniper 
removal requirement along fire apparatus access roads for portions of his property.  He argued 
that the existing juniper hedges provide essential slope stabilization on the steep hillside and 
serve as landslide prevention measures.  To support his position, Dr. Zeller referred to a report 
provided by consultations with a geotechnical engineer, a soil engineer, and a botanist.  
Additionally, he noted that Contra Costa County Assessor records show the parcel as 0.94 
acres, which he believes should qualify the property for an exemption from the 100-foot 
perimeter fuel-break requirement. 
Staff maintained that the juniper removal requirement applies, referenced the Sequoia 
Ecological Consulting letter included in the Board packet supporting removal of juniper down to 
the soil while leaving roots to stabilize the slope, and clarified that the appellant was requesting 
an exemption from the ordinance, not a modification, which Staff has no authority to grant.  Staff 
also stated that District records show the parcel is approximately 1.07 acres and will verify the 
official acreage with County records.  If the parcel is under one acre, the 100-foot fuel-break 
requirement would not apply; however, the entire parcel would then need to meet full defensible 
space compliance. 
No comments were received from the public.  Staff rebuttal noted prior 2022 and 2024 
violations, confirmed that Mrs. Zeller was notified in 2022 of the requirements to clear juniper 
within ten feet of the driveway by 2023, and stated there is no evidence of soil instability to 
prevent juniper removal.  The appellant declined a rebuttal.  After final Board questions, 
President Hasler closed the public hearing. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=qLY3AWRzrDkJQrue&t=3720
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=6hBZVxYKgwnE7Y_w&t=3778
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=IjqoAjPNCYsYbhsu&t=3885
http://www.mofd.org/agendas
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=lr6TzKuJ8WbIw7GB&t=4185
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During deliberation, a question was raised regarding the establishment of a timeline for 
compliance.  It was noted that the timing depends on verifying the parcel size, and the Board 
requested that the matter be resolved by the next meeting.  District Counsel Holtzman advised 
that if County records confirm the parcel is under one acre, the section of the resolution requiring 
a 100-foot fuel break will be dismissed and will not be returned to the Board; if the parcel is one 
acre or more, the matter will be returned for further action. 
Motion by Director Roemer and seconded by Director Jex to adopt Resolution 25-19 as 
amended to uphold Administrative Citation #25-0990-001 issued to 470 Tahos Road, 
Orinda, CA 94563, APN 251201001 regarding the juniper violation under Ordinance 23-
03, Section 4(d)(3), defer action on Ordinance 23-08, Section 4(c)(1)(B) requiring the 
creation and maintenance of a 100-foot fuel break pending verification of the parcel 
acreage, and to notify the property owners of their procedural rights.  The motion carried 
by a 5-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Danziger, Jex, Jorgens, Roemer, and Hasler; Noes: None; 
Absent: None; Abstain: None). 

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS (audio 01:15:43/video 02:15:55) 
7.1 Brief information only reports related to meetings attended by a Director at District 

expense (Government Code Section 53232.3(d)).  None reported. 
7.2 Questions and informational comments from Board members and Staff.  President Hasler 

advised that in the future, all presentations to the Board shall be limited to five minutes to 
maintain meeting efficiency. 

7.3 Communications Received.  None reported. 
7.4 Fire Chief Updates 

a. Finance Report (audio 01:16:47/video 02:16:46) 
Finance Manager Smith reported estimated FY 2024–25 strike team receivables of $1.8 
million, with $1.6 million received and $195,692 outstanding.  For FY 2025–26, the current 
estimated receivable is $434,000.  The District currently holds $20.115 million invested in 
Treasury bills.  The FY 2025 audit occurred during the week of August 25, 2025.  The 
finance presentation is attached to these minutes as Item 7.4(a). 

b. Human Resources (audio 01:18:14/video 02:18:09) 
HR Manager Russell reported that one senior single-role paramedic and three single-role 
paramedics have completed background checks and will start on September 29, 2025. Four 
single-role Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) candidates are in background, and the 
District will re-advertise for senior single-role paramedics due to candidate withdrawals.  In 
response to Board questions, Staff noted background checks cost about $700 each and 
discussed ways to expedite the hiring process. The presentation is attached to these 
minutes, Item 7.4(b). 

c. Fire Marshal (audio 01:23:05/video 02:22:56) 
Fire Marshal Irving reported that 505 exterior hazard abatement inspections were completed 
in August and that St. Mary’s dormitories are now in full compliance.  She noted 41 R-2 
apartment inspections (29 compliant, with the remainder having approved correction plans), 
12 new-construction inspections, and the initiation of school inspections in September.  Fire 
Marshal Irving added that 491 wildfire safety ambassador assessments have been 
completed year-to-date, 38 new Firewise communities have been formed, and interest 
remains strong in the Home Hardening Grant Program.  National Fire Prevention Week will 
be observed from October 5 to 11, 2025, with a focus on lithium-ion battery safety. 

d. Operations (audio 01:25:04/video 02:25:03) 
Deputy Fire Chief Lambert reported three recent cardiac arrests with two cardiac field saves, 
highlighted a September 4 Orchard Road garage fire confined to the area of origin (cause 
under investigation), and noted ongoing mutual-aid deployments.  He mentioned hands-
only CPR training with a Boy Scout troop and the upcoming October 11 Pancake Breakfast 

https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=qLHvNjAepzQ1Fpxa&t=8155
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=P-zhXkaC723CfN5F&t=8206
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=nNXgEeguGGm_Amsq&t=8289
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=7WWLpHWcvrw7iT__&t=8576
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=lUZ-BeFx8UvPAGtL&t=8703
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at Station 41. One captain remains on out-of-county fire assignment.  The presentations are 
attached to these minutes as Item 7.4(d). 

e. Upcoming Calendar and Events - (next 30 days) 
District Clerk Holbrook displayed a listing of upcoming District and community events.  

No public comments were received regarding the announcement items.  
9. CONSENT AGENDA (audio 01:31:33/video 02:32:13) 

9.1 Meeting Minutes - August 20, 2025 (regular meeting) 
9.2 Monthly Incident Report - August 2025 
9.3 Monthly Check/Voucher Register - August 2025 
9.4 Monthly Financial Report - August 2025 
9.5 Authorize the Fire Chief to Enter Into an Agreement with Gutterglove, Inc. for Stainless Steel 

Gutter Covering Material in the Amount Not to Exceed $400,000 
9.6 Adopt Revised District Policy #05, Public Records Policy 
9.7 PARS Other Post Employment Benefits Pre-Funding and Pension Rate Stabilization Trust 

Program Annual Client Review 
No public comments were received for items on the Consent Calendar. 
Motion by Director Jorgens and seconded by Director Danziger to approve Consent Agenda 
items 9.1-9.7.  The motion carried a 5-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Danziger, Jex, Jorgens, Roemer, 
and Hasler; Noes: None; Absent:  None; Abstain: None). 

10. REGULAR AGENDA 
10.1 Draft GASB 75 OPEB Valuation Report as of June 30, 2025, and Approval of OPEB 

Funding Policy.  (audio 01:32:37/video 02:32:33) 
Administrative Services Director Sasser introduced Roger Burton*, Consulting Actuary with 
Precision Actuarial, who presented the draft Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB) actuarial 
valuation as of June 30, 2025.  He reported that the total OPEB liability increased to $16.87 
million, with $5.74 million in assets, resulting in a net liability of $11.13 million and a 34 percent 
funded ratio. The Board's previously approved 6.25 percent discount rate was used in the 
valuation.  Mr. Burton explained key drivers of the liability change, including CalPERS premium 
increases and the implicit subsidy for pre-Medicare retirees. He outlined recommended 
contributions to reach full funding within approximately 11 years.  ASD Sasser confirmed that 
the FY 2026 budgeted contribution aligns with the actuarially determined contribution. 
The presentation was included in the board packet.  The draft report was accepted as 
presented.  No public comment was received. 
Motion by Director Jorgens and seconded by Director Danziger to approve the OPEB 
Funding Policy.  The motion carried a 5-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Danziger, Jex, Jorgens, 
Roemer, and Hasler; Noes: None; Absent:  None; Abstain: None). 

10.2 Approve Investment Policy Statement and Target Asset Allocation for the Section 115 
Trust Plans with Public Agency Retirement Services.  (audio 01:48:37/video 02:48:47) 
Administrative Services Director Sasser introduced Michael Allbee, Senior Portfolio Manager, 
and Darren Stewart, Senior Retirement Plan Consultant, of Benefit Financial Services Group 
(BFSG), the District's new investment advisor for the Section 115 Trust.  BFSG reviewed the 
proposed Investment Policy Statement (IPS) and discussed preliminary target asset allocation 
options, noting Board preferences.  
Board discussion emphasized a long-term investment horizon and highlighted the diversification 
present in U.S. equity indexes such as the S&P 500, with directors indicating that the market—
rather than a fixed annual target—should determine returns.  Directors discussed investment 
philosophy and provided guidance for allocation scenarios to be refined for the October Board 
meeting. Director Danziger expressed continued opposition to changing the District's 
investment advisor. No public comment was received. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=FrsOx36t2qJgoiBx&t=9133
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=y2lHiofcZ1RNYNOj&t=9153
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=nr0A5LT66Y-SjbAi&t=10127
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Motion by Director Jorgens and seconded by Director Jex to approve the Investment 
Policy Statement and defer approval of the Target Asset Allocation until the October 
meeting for the Section 115 Trust Plans with Public Agency Retirement Services.  The 
motion carried a 4-1-0-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Jex, Jorgens, Roemer, and Hasler; Noes: 
Danziger; Absent:  None; Abstain: None). 

10.3 Quarter Four Financial Update and Budget Review FY2025.  (audio 02:16:21/video 
03:16:24) 
Administrative Services Director Sasser reported that FY 2024-25 ended with a $1.5 million 
General Fund surplus versus the $316,000 budgeted deficit, driven by higher revenues and 
lower expenditures. General Fund Unrestricted fund balance increased to $22.1 million, 
exceeding the 40 percent minimum and 50 percent policy goal. The Capital Projects Fund 
closed with a $4.3 million surplus and $15.3 million fund balance, primarily due to a $3.9 million 
transfer from the General Fund.  The Debt Service Fund closed in balance.  The East Bay Hills 
Fund and Fire Risk Reduction Grant Fund ended with surpluses of $379,000 and $50,000, 
respectively, which will be transferred to the General Fund.  The detailed financial presentation 
is attached to these minutes as Item 10.3. The report was informational only. No public comment 
was received. 

10.4 Update on Hiring and Onboarding of Single-Role Paramedics.  (audio 02:21:25/video 
03:22:35) 
Deputy Fire Chief Lambert reported that all selected candidates have completed interviews, 
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) skills testing, background checks, and medical 
examinations.  The candidates will begin the two-week onboarding program on September 29, 
2025, as outlined in the staff report.  In response to Board questions, Deputy Fire Chief Lambert 
and Fire Chief Isaacs explained that the onboarding program will run Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and is designed to help candidates complete the required five-call 
Advanced Life Support (ALS) field evaluation. Upon completion of the field evaluation, 
candidates will enter an 18-month probationary period. The report was informational only.  No 
public comment was received.   

10.5 MOFD's Role in Reviewing Emergency Evacuation Considerations for Large-Scale 
Developments in Moraga and Orinda, including Road Capacity, Parking, and Fire 
Hardening Standards.  (audio 02:26:53/video 03:27:02) 
Fire Chief Isaacs presented the staff report, which described MOFD's role in reviewing large-
scale developments in Moraga and Orinda for emergency evacuation considerations.  During 
the discussion, Board members asked questions regarding MOFD's authority to approve or 
deny projects and about evacuation capacity for future developments. Fire Chief Isaacs 
explained that MOFD has approval authority for specific code requirements, such as road width 
and access, but evacuation capacity alone is not grounds to deny a project. Director Jorgens 
inquired about a future agenda item to consider development impact fees. Fire Chief Isaacs 
confirmed that this item is being prepared for the October Board meeting. The report was 
informational only. No public comment was received. 

10.6 Authorize Acceptance of the Department of the Interior Wildfire Management - 
Preparedness Grant for the Purchase of one Slip-on Tanker in the Amount of $34,300.81; 
Authorize General Fund Revenue and Expenditure Budget Adjustment Increases in the 
Amount of $34,301.  (audio 02:36:52/video 03:37:20) 
Fire Chief Isaacs presented the staff report recommending acceptance of a $34,000 grant to 
purchase a slip-on water unit for prescribed fire operations. Board members asked questions 
about the equipment and deployment, which Fire Chief Isaacs addressed. No public comment 
was received. 
Motion by Director Jorgens and seconded by Director Roemer to authorize Acceptance 
of the Department of the Interior Wildfire Management - Preparedness Grant for the 
Purchase of one Slip-on Tanker in the Amount of $34,300.81; Authorize General Fund 
Revenue and Expenditure Budget Adjustment Increases in the Amount of $34,301. The 

https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=_fs6q4TM3_Vnrf3f&t=11784
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=rahKXbaCyqI5mTxf&t=12155
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=KmTC2u2zoZ0A1hGQ&t=12422
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=LQCVxmpyR3tstRMZ&t=13040
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motion carried a 5-0 roll call vote (Ayes: Danziger, Jex, Jorgens, Roemer, and Hasler; 
Noes: None; Absent:  None; Abstain: None). 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS (audio 02:40:18/video 03:40:18) 
11.1 Standing Audit Committee (Directors Hasler and Jex): Next meeting is scheduled for 

September 22, 2025 at 3:00 p.m. 
11.2 Ad Hoc Committee Joint Fire Prevention w/City of Orinda (Directors Danziger and 

Jorgens): The meeting is anticipated to be scheduled in October. 
11.3 Ad Hoc Committee Joint Fire Prevention w/Town of Moraga (Directors Hasler and Jex): 

A meeting was scheduled for September 15, 2025 but was canceled. 
11.4 Ad Hoc Committee Administration Office Facilities Project (Directors Danziger and 

Jorgens): Met via Zoom; another meeting is scheduled for next week. Work is progressing, 
but details are not yet ready for public discussion. 

11.5 Ad Hoc Committee Station 41 Facilities Project (Directors Danziger and Jorgens): Met 
via Zoom; another meeting is scheduled for next week. Work is progressing, but details are 
not yet ready for public discussion 

11.6 Ad Hoc Committee Station 45 Facilities Project (Directors Danziger and Jorgens):  Met 
via Zoom; another meeting is scheduled for next week. Work is progressing, but details are 
not yet ready for public discussion. 
No public comment was received. 

12. REQUESTS FOR ITEMS ON FUTURE AGENDAS (audio 02:41:32/video 03:41:30) 
Director Danziger requested an update on the Board of Forestry regarding Zone Zero requirements.  
Fire Chief Isaacs stated that the Board of Forestry is meeting and will provide an update at the 
October meeting. 
Director Roemer requested a future presentation on the District's water system; Fire Chief Isaacs 
confirmed that an East Bay Municipal Utility District presentation is scheduled to take place before 
the end of the calendar year. 
No public comment was received. 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
At 9:42 p.m., on a motion by Director Jorgens and seconded by Director Danziger, the Board 
adjourned the meeting in memory of retired Alameda Fire Chief Doug Clifton and Kathy Velez 
Katz.  The motion carried by a 5–0 voice vote (Ayes: Danziger, Jex, Jorgens, Roemer, and 
Hasler; Noes: None; Absent: None; Abstain: None). 

/s/ Marcia Holbrook 
District Secretary/District Clerk 

For audio & video recordings of this and other Board meetings, please visit the MOFD District Board Meeting at 
www.mofd.org/agendas. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=QgwHKOA3np-H5zJw&t=13218
https://www.youtube.com/live/fZkQZVKlbFw?si=Yw41ex7Jbsh7dxJC&t=13290
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Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Enforcement History:
Initial inspection conducted; violations identifiedApril 30, 2025
Pre-Citation Notification issuedMay 5, 2025
Owner submitted extension request, citing travel outside the countryJune 1, 2025

Extension request was approved until June 27, 2025June 2, 2025
Owner submitted modification request with supporting geotechnical reportJune 18, 2025

Reinspection conducted; violations remained uncorrectedJuly 1, 2025
Administrative Citation #25-0990-001 issued with $100 fineJuly 2, 2025
Modifications approved; corrective actions modified, requiring partial removal and slope-top 
height reduction of juniper

July 2, 2025

Appeal filed with supporting geotechnical reportJuly 8, 2025
Fire Marshal granted appellant 30 days for the Appellant to research the fire department access 
road requirements in place at the time of the property’s construction

July 31, 2025

Appellant requested to proceed with appeal hearing; Appeal Hearing Notification issued, setting 
hearing for September 17, 2025

September 2, 2025

Fire Chief Isaacs received a letter from Sequoia Ecological Consulting, Inc. providing professional 
review of the geotechnical concerns raised in the appeal. Sequoia concluded that removal of the 
junipers would not result in erosion and offered recommendations for soil stabilization following 
removal

September 12, 2025

Item 6.1:  Staff Presentation
Appeal Hearing on Administrative Citation #25-
0990-001, 470 Tahos Road, Orinda, CA 94563, 
APN: 251201001

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

07/01 /2025 Please remove juniper 
within ten feet of the driveway

07/01 /2025 Please remove juniper 
within ten feet of the driveway

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors
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Presentations
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Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

08 /04/2025 Please remove all 
juniper within ten feet of the driveway

08 /04/2025 Please remove all 
juniper within ten feet of the driveway

Moraga-Orinda Fire District
Board of Directors

08 /04/2025 Please remove all juniper 
within ten feet of the driveway

08 /04/2025 Please remove all juniper 
within ten feet of the driveway

08 /04/2025 Please remove
all coyote brush

470 Tahos Road, Orinda

Administrative Hearing
September 17, 2025

Scott Zeller, MD

Item 6.1:  Appellant Presentation
Appeal Hearing on Administrative Citation #25-0990-001, 470 
Tahos Road, Orinda, CA 94563, APN: 251201001 470 Tahos Road, Orinda  Aerial view

0.944 41,125

Citation 23-08
Our roller coaster ride

• 1999-2024 – we have been in complete compliance every year we’ve 
lived in Orinda, with all trimming and upkeep well ahead of 
deadlines

• 2024 – per MOFD inspector we are all good and “case closed”, some 
work requested and quickly completed down the northwest hillside, 
but no problems with or request to remove the juniper hedges

7 8

9 10

11 12
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Our Juniper Hedges

• Well maintained and surrounded on all sides by >10 feet 
firebreaks of asphalt, concrete, stones, gravel or dirt

• Our hedges are for hill soil stabilization and to prevent falls
• Our property is behind gates, at the far end of a dead-end private 

drive, our lot averages about 100 feet higher above our 
neighbors' homes and their street entrances. 

• Would be impossible for anyone to use our property as an 
evacuation route – it’s a steep climb on all sides

Roller coaster continued

• June 2025: We receive a pre-citation saying all juniper within 10 feet of 
paved roads must be removed, at which time we were out of the country 
and requested a 30-day postponement. After returning home and 
reviewing MOFD appeal instructions, we found this information:

(g) Environmental Concerns. Compliance with the fuel mitigation 
requirements of this Ordinance shall not result in the taking of 
endangered, rare, or threatened plant or animal species, significant 
erosion, or sedimentation of surface waters. When these or other 
conditions make it impractical to comply with the fuel mitigation 
requirements, the person who owns, leases, or controls the Parcel or 
Parcels shall request that the Fire Code Official grant a Modification of the 
requirements.

Geotechnical Report - MOFD Modification Website 
6-18-2025

In the case of significant erosion or the sedimentation of surface 

waters, a report from a credentialed geologist shall be submitted 

and the restrictions as to location and prescription identified in 

the report shall form the basis of the proposed modification and 

shall be accepted by the Fire District without change upon 

verification of the geologist’s credentials.

Geotechnical report

July – first part of the month
• We receive an email from MOFD on July 2 saying that based on the 

Geotechnical report, the juniper on the slopes can remain, but 
any on flat surfaces within 10 feet of the paved road must be 
removed, and in addition all hedges must be trimmed by 50%. 

• In the US Mail on July 5, we then receive an MOFD notification of a
fine of $100, reportedly sent on July 1 about noncompliance with 
the requests of the previous month – apparently the person 
sending the fine had no idea about the modification decision 
coming the next day, July 2. 

• We submit an appeal of the fine and trimming request. Trimming is 
not performed as botanist information says it will harm the plants.

Juniper Care

• Pruning Juniper:
• The best time to prune juniper is before new growth begins in late winter 

or early spring. Never prune away more than a quarter of the plant.
Junipers grow slowly, so trim lightly. Make minor cuts and step back to 
review the results. If you prune off too much, it will take years to
regrow. Never prune in summer or fall, as extreme heat can cause stress 
to the cut plant.

• Dead Material Accumulation can be mitigated:
• Junipers frequently trap dry, dead leaves and debris within their branches,

making them more of a fire risk. But regular cleaning and care can greatly 
reduce the fire risk to no more than other conifers (the juniper hedges at
470 Tahos are lovingly maintained weekly by our gardeners, who remove 
all debris from the plants and trim expertly, with the result being a healthy 
plant that could live for 350-700 years.)
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July 31

• Phone meeting with Fire Chief and Fire Marshal
• Key points:

• All juniper near paved roads must go
• Fire Chief says he has removed the clause about accepting a 

geotechnical report, that was his “predecessor’s” idea and he has taken it
off the website

• Fire Chief apologizes for 2024 report, says the investigator then was 
“wrong” to not request juniper removal

• Fire Chief suggests we should cut all juniper to the roots and plant fast-
growing seeds on the spot instead (identical to Sequoia suggestion)

What if juniper is removed from a hillside?

If cut down to the roots and roots remain:
Decay:
• The roots that remain in the ground will decay
Tripping Hazards and Obstructions:
• The decaying roots can create tripping hazards or make it difficult to 

plant new plants.

If cut down and roots removed:
• The removal of the roots also removes their ability to hold the soil in 

place, which can lead to erosion, especially on slopes. Juniper roots 
are excellent at stabilizing soil and preventing erosion, especially on
slopes. When the roots are removed, the soil is more vulnerable to
being washed away by heavy rain.

Concern over potential landslides

• (g) Environmental Concerns. Compliance with the fuel mitigation 
requirements of this Ordinance shall not result in the taking of 
endangered, rare, or threatened plant or animal species, 
significant erosion, or sedimentation of surface waters. When 
these or other conditions make it impractical to comply with the 
fuel mitigation requirements, the person who owns, leases, or 
controls the Parcel or Parcels shall request that the Fire Code 
Official grant a Modification of the requirements.

Orinda is called a “Capitol City of Landslides”

• Orinda has experienced more landslide-induced property damage 
over the past 100-year period than any other U.S. community. 

• The city’s hills are composed of soft mudstone that is susceptible 
to slides, especially when saturated by rain.

“Landslide Capitol of the USA”

https://aeg.memberclicks.net/assets/E
EG/AEG%20publication%20%2331.pdf

450-page research study available at:

Landslides all over our neighborhood since 
we moved here in 1999

• Landslides on Bates Boulevard in 2000s
• Sinkhole where our five-house drive off Tahos connects with Tahos 

in 2017

• But most remarkable – 570 Tahos (remember we live at 470 Tahos)
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Tahos Road adjacent 
landslide areas on our 
same ridgeline
• Muth
• Bates
• Warford

• Nearby: Cedar Lane 2023

Our hillside has remained stable, and juniper 
has played a big role in that

• Once established, junipers are hardy, low-maintenance, and 
resistant to pests and diseases, making them a practical long-term 
solution for erosion control. 

• Our juniper dates back to the original property landscaping of 1959.

Here is Why Junipers Are Good for Hillside Stabilization

Junipers on a hillside or slope help stabilize the soil and 
prevent erosion.

• Erosion Control:
• The dense root system and sprawling growth habit of creeping junipers create a 

thick mat of foliage that anchors the soil, preventing it from washing away on 
slopes.

• Low Maintenance:
• Junipers are generally low-maintenance shrubs that require less upkeep than 

mowing turf, making them a practical choice for hillsides.
• Drought resistant

• Juniper hedges do not need irrigation during the dry season which makes 
them beneficial for water-starved California

• Evergreen Foliage:
• As evergreens, junipers provide year-round color and coverage, ensuring 

continuous soil stabilization.
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Terrain

Orinda Mayor Inga Miller, 2023

• “We want to make our community fire safe, but we have to 
balance concerns such as the very minimal water resources and 
the fact that removing unirrigated vegetation from hills can lead to 
landslides,” she said. 

/The Orinda News, October 2023 edition

Contra Costa County Parcel Map – 470 Tahos

470 Tahos Road, Orinda  Aerial view

Pacific Legal Foundation - expressio unius est exclusio alterius
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