RESOLUTION NO. 25-19

A RESOLUTION OF THE MORAGA-ORINDA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
UPHOLDING ADMINISTRATIVE CITATION NUMBER 25-0990-001
ISSUED ON JULY 2, 2025, FOR VIOLATION OF CALIFORNIA ORDINANCE
23.03, SECTION 4(D)(3) AND DEFER ACTION ON ORDINANCE 23.08,
SECTION 4(C)(1)(B) ON THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 470 TAHOS ROAD,
ORINDA, CALIFORNIA, APN 251201001

WHEREAS, Moraga-Orinda Fire District Ordinance 23-03, Section 4(d)(3), requires
removal of all juniper (genus Juniperus) and/or bamboo (genus Bambusa) within 10 feet of the
paved edge of a Fire Apparatus Access Road; and

WHEREAS, on April 30, 2025, the Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD) conducted
an inspection of the property located at 470 Tahos Road, Orinda, CA, APN 251201001, and
found violations of Ordinances 23-03; and

WHEREAS, a Pre-Citation Notification was issued on May 5, 2025, ordering
abatement within thirty (30) days; and

WHEREAS, on July 1, 2025, a reinspection confirmed that violations remained
uncorrected, and on July 2, 2025, MOFD issued Administrative Citation No. 25-0990-001,
with a $100 fine, properly served in accordance with District procedures; and

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2025, the property owner submitted a modification request
supported by a credentialed geotechnical report, asserting that removal of juniper plants at the
slope top could increase landslide risk; and

WHEREAS, MOFD approved a partial modification on July 2, 2025, requiring removal
of juniper within 10 feet of flat ground adjacent to the roadway, while permitting slope-top
juniper to remain subject to height reduction; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2025, the property owner, Scott Zeller, filed a timely appeal
citing Ordinance 23-03, Section 4(G) (“Environmental Concerns”) and arguing that
compliance should not result in significant erosion or sedimentation, and that the geotechnical
report supported a modification exemption; and

WHEREAS, on September 3, 2025, MOFD issued formal notice of an appeal hearing
to be held before the Board of Directors on September 17, 2025, providing the appellant with
due process rights, notice of hearing procedures, and an opportunity to present testimony and
evidence; and

WHEREAS, the MOFD Board of Directors conducted a hearing on September 17,
2025, received testimony from MOFD staff, the appellant, and members of the public, and
considered all written and oral evidence presented.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Moraga-
Orinda Fire Protection District hereby upholds Administrative Citation No. 25-0990-001
issued on July 2, 2025, for violations of Ordinance 23-03, Section 4(d)(3), and defers action
on the portion of the citation concerning Ordinance 23-08, Section 4(c)(1)(B), pending
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verification of the parcel acreage at 470 Tahos Road, Orinda, California, APN 251201001; and
be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the property owner is hereby notified that the time for
judicial review of this decision of the Board of Directors is governed by California Government
Code Section 53069.4.

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 17th day of September 2025, at the regular
meeting of the District Board of Directors held at 26 Orinda Way, Orinda, California 94563
on a motion made by Director Roemer and seconded by Director Jex and duly carried with
the following roll call vote:

AYES: DIRECTORS DANZIGER, JEX, JORGENS, ROEMER AND HASLER
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: NONE

ABSTAIN: NONE
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Resolution 25-19
Dated: September 17, 2025

Greq tasler

Greg HasleF (OCt 1, 2025 08:35:51 PDT)

Greg Hasler, President
Board of Directors

I certify that this is a full, true, and correct copy of the original document, which is on file in
my office and was passed and adopted by the Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District on the

date shown.

ATTEST:

A4

Marcid Holbrook
District Secretary/District Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

MW

Jonafan V. Holtzman
Didtrict Counsel

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:

% Neaace

Jeff Isaacs
Fire Chief
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