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FROM: Jeff Isaacs, Fire Chief
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https://mofd.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4258120/2026-07-07_Valerie_Wayne_CDFW_Volunteer_Wildlife_Responder.pdf
https://mofd.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4258118/2026-07-20_John_Marshall_Redacted.pdf
https://mofd.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4295898/2026-07-17_Elizabeth_Smith_Redacted.pdf
https://mofd.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4301761/2026-07-26_Jonathan_Goodwin_Redacted.pdf
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From: Moraga-Orinda Fire District
To: Info
Subject: Feedback for Moraga-Orinda Fire District, CA
Date: Monday, July 20, 2026 2:11:52 PM

You have received this feedback from John marshall <  > for the
following page: 

https://www.mofd.org/our-district/district-overview/fire-chief

Orinda fire is a corrupt organization that extorts citizens to review permits. They are already
paid by taxpayers and charging $900 to review a permits extortion pure and simple. Someone
should take them to court 
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Holbrook, Marcia

Subject: FW: Request for Direct Oversight Regarding MOFD Enforcement and Elder Safety

From: Browne, Donna <Donna.Browne@asm.ca.gov>  
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 1:49 PM 
To: Isaacs, Jeff <jisaacs@mofd.org> 
Subject: FW: Request for Direct Oversight Regarding MOFD Enforcement and Elder Safety 

Good afternoon: 

This is the second email we received. It does seem that the City of Orinda and the MOFD are addressing 
these issues, but we wanted to forward these on to see if there is any update.  

Regards,  
Donna Browne 
Field Representative 
California State Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (AD-16) 
2603 Camino Ramon, Suite 485, San Ramon, CA 94583 
Phone: (925) 244-1600  
Email: donna.browne@asm.ca.gov | Website: http://a16.asmdc.org  
Facebook: RBKcalifornia | BlueSky: @bauerkahan I LinkedIn: rbkassembly 

From: E Smith < >  
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 12:20 PM 
To: Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan <Assemblymember.Bauer-Kahan@assembly.ca.gov> 
Cc: Browne, Donna <Donna.Browne@asm.ca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Request for Direct Oversight Regarding MOFD Enforcement and Elder Safety 

Dear Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan, 

I am writing again because I believe my earlier correspondence did not fully convey the seriousness of what is 
occurring. My husband, Lauren (age 90, dementia), and I (age 71) have been working diligently to comply with 
the Moraga-Orinda Fire District’s vegetation requirements, but the enforcement process has become 
physically and emotionally overwhelming. 

Despite our good-faith efforts and multiple calls to MOFD requesting clarification, staff have stated they 
intend to send a team to inspect our property. I explained that we do not want inspectors entering our yard, 
and they said they would inspect from the street. However, in prior years, MOFD inspectors have entered our 
fenced yard without consent, taken photographs of areas not visible from the street, and even stood on 
stacked sandbags in our driveway to look over the fence. 
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Cc:  
Subject: RE: Follow-Up on MOFD Administrative Citation – Clarification of Property Conditions 
  

Good afternoon: 

  

Thank you for your follow up emails to the Assemblymember and for again sharing your concerns 
regarding your recent encounters with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD). 

  

As indicated in my email to Lauren Yaolino last week, we have been in contact with the MOFD Fire Chief 
Jeff Isaacs directly. MOFD is tasked with ensuring that all properties within the district are maintained in 
a manner that meets mandated fire safety requirements. It is our understanding that MOFD has been 
trying to work with you both to ensure that your property is in compliance with required standards. This 
protects your home and as well as your surrounding neighborhood. 

  

This is a matter within the jurisdiction of MOFD, your best resource is to continue to work with them to 
ensure your home is meeting necessary safety requirements for your family and your neighbors. If you 
have issue with MOFD, you are welcome to address their Board of Directors. 

  

Regular Meetings of the Moraga-Orinda Fire District Board of Directors are held on the third Wednesday 
of each month at 7:00 p.m. - with closed session beginning at either 5 p.m. or 6 p.m. and open session 
beginning at 7 p.m.  The location of the meeting is listed on each agenda, as it may vary.   Agenda are 
located at www.mofd.org/agendas 

  

Correspondence to the MOFD Board of Directors may be sent to info@mofd.org or by US Mail at 1280 
Moraga Way, Moraga, CA 94556.   You can visit their "Transparency" page to view agendas, minutes, 
ordinances, policies, and resolutions.  If you have questions, you can also call Marcia Holbrook, District 
Secretary/District Clerk, at (925) 258-4501. 

  

Regards, 

Donna Browne 

Field Representative 

California State Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan (AD-16) 
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12677 Alcosta Boulevard, Suite 395, San Ramon, CA 94583 
Phone: (925) 244-1600 

Email: donna.browne@asm.ca.gov | Website: http://a16.asmdc.org 

Facebook: RBKcalifornia | BlueSky: @BauerKahan  I LinkedIn: rbkassembly 

 

  

From: E Smith  
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 2:59 PM 
To: Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan <Assemblymember.Bauer-Kahan@assembly.ca.gov> 
Subject: Re: Follow-Up on MOFD Administrative Citation – Clarification of Property Conditions 

  

Dear Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan, 

  

I wanted to follow up briefly on my earlier message regarding the Moraga-Orinda Fire District citation for 
our home at   

  

Our property is primarily composed of mature redwoods, native ferns, and irrigated groundcover that 
remain green and moist throughout the year. These plantings do not meet the definition of “hazardous 
vegetation” under MOFD Ordinance 23.03 Sec. 4(b)(1)(C), as they are not dry, dead, or easily ignited. The 
natural redwood duff and fern understory help retain soil moisture and prevent erosion, differing 
significantly from bark mulch or dry weeds that create fire risk. 

  

I have already submitted an appeal to MOFD and requested clarification of the compliance deadlines. I 
wanted your office to be aware of these details, as this situation has been stressful and confusing for us, 
and I am doing my best to comply in good faith. 

  

Thank you for your time and for your continued support of Orinda residents. 

  

Warmly, 
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Elizabeth Smith 

Orinda, CA 

  

From: E Smith > 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 2:40 PM 
To: Assemblymember.Bauer-Kahan@assembly.ca.gov <Assemblymember.Bauer-Kahan@assembly.ca.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Request for Awareness and Guidance Regarding MOFD Administrative Citation 

  

Dear Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan, 

I am writing as a constituent in Orinda because I am feeling overwhelmed and unsure where to 
turn for guidance regarding a recent experience with the Moraga-Orinda Fire District (MOFD).  

Over the past few weeks, my husband and I have received a series of notices and an 
Administrative Citation from MOFD. The timelines, instructions, and communication have been 
confusing and stressful for me, and I have been struggling to understand what is required of us. 
I have reached out to MOFD for clarification, but the sequence of events has left me feeling a 
bit singled out and unsure how to navigate the process. 

I want to be clear that I am not asking for intervention at this time. I simply wanted to make 
your office aware of the situation because it has caused me significant distress, especially as I 
am managing a great deal at home, including supporting my husband (age 90) through ongoing 
memory issues. The sudden notices, short deadlines, and unclear instructions have added to an 
already heavy emotional load. 

I have drafted a letter to MOFD requesting clarification and filing an appeal, but I felt it was 
important to let your office know what has been happening in case I need further guidance or 
support. 

Thank you for your time, and for all you do for our community. I appreciate any direction or 
resources your office may be able to offer. 

Warmly, 

Elizabeth Smith 

. 
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Orinda, CA  94563 

  

  

  

From: E Smith > 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 1:49 PM 
To: CIrving@mofd.org <CIrving@mofd.org>; Jalcocer@mofd.org <Jalcocer@mofd.org> 
Cc: Linda Smith <lsmith@cityoforinda.gov>; jisaacs@mofd.org <jisaacs@mofd.org> 
Subject: Re: Request for Clarification and Appeal – Administrative Citation Dated June 8, 2026 

  

Dear District Clerk and Office of the Fire Marshal, 

I am writing because the recent notices and the Administrative Citation have caused me a great 
deal of distress, and I am struggling to understand the correct process. I want to make sure I am 
doing everything properly, but the sequence of events has been overwhelming for me. 

To help explain my concerns clearly, I’ve listed the key points below: 

 We received a notice dated May 29, 2026, stating we had 30 days to comply. 

 On June 5, I reached out with questions because I did not understand what was required. 

 My email was forwarded to several people, and on June 8, we received an Administrative 
Citation for $100. 

 Since then, I have been confused and anxious about the correct deadlines. 

 I am unsure whether the compliance timeline runs from May 28, May 29, June 8, or June 
16 (when I spoke with Casey Irving). 

 Casey kindly extended the compliance period to 30 days, but I still do not know which 
date that extension is based on. 

 I am afraid of making a mistake because the instructions and dates have not been clear. 

I would be grateful if someone could please clarify the exact compliance deadline in writing so I 
can plan accordingly. 
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I also want to formally request an appeal of the Administrative Citation. This is not meant to be 
adversarial — I simply want to understand the process and make sure everything is handled 
correctly. I am not requesting a hardship waiver; I am requesting the standard appeal. 

I also want to share, gently, that this situation has been emotionally difficult for me: 

 My husband, Lauren, has been experiencing significant memory issues, and supporting 
him through those challenges already requires much of my energy and attention. 

 Managing our household, his care, and our responsibilities has been overwhelming. 

 The sudden notices, short timelines, and unclear instructions have added to an already 
heavy load. 

 I have been feeling very stressed and anxious trying to understand what is required and 
how to comply correctly. 

Lauren and I work very hard on our home. We love our trees, the deer, the turkeys, and the 
natural look of our yard. We are trying to do the right thing, but the timing and sequence of 
notices have left us feeling lost and worried. I hope you can understand that this has been 
stressful for us, and that we are simply trying to comply and understand the process. 

Please let me know the next steps for the appeal and the correct compliance deadline. Thank 
you for your time, and for helping us understand the process more clearly. 

Warmly, 

Elizabeth 

Orinda, CA 

  

  

  

From: E Smith <esmith4815@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2026 8:44 AM 
To: Linda Smith <lsmith@cityoforinda.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Request for Oversight and Review of Fire District Conduct 
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Dear Ms. Smith, 

I am writing to bring a concerning incident to your attention involving a recent 
interaction at my home that may have involved a representative of the Moraga-Orinda 
Fire District. 

On June 5, 2026, the day after I submitted correspondence regarding Fire District 
inspection practices, an individual came to my front door. He did not identify himself or 
state his purpose. His tone and body language were noticeably irritated. He asked for 
Lauren, who was not home at the time. Because he did not identify himself, I did not 
open the door. 

After I declined to engage, the individual walked from the front walkway around the 
side of my home toward the back yard. This was unexpected and caused me 
significant concern, particularly given that I am 71 years old and Lauren is 90. The 
timing of this visit, occurring immediately after my communication with your office and 
the Assemblywoman, has left me worried that this may have been related to my prior 
complaint. 

I want to be clear that I am not making an accusation, but I do believe this situation 
warrants your attention to ensure that residents—especially seniors—are treated 
respectfully and that proper identification and procedures are followed during any 
official visit. 

I respectfully request the following: 

1. Confirmation of whether a Fire District representative was sent to my home on 
June 6, 2026. 

2. Assurance that all City and Fire District personnel will clearly identify themselves 
and state their purpose before requesting any interaction at a private residence. 

3. Oversight to ensure that no retaliatory actions occur in response to my exercising 
my right to dispute a citation or communicate with City officials. 

I appreciate the work that the City and Fire District do to keep our community safe. My 
goal is simply to ensure that interactions with residents—particularly older residents—
are conducted with transparency, professionalism, and respect. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I would appreciate written confirmation of 
receipt and any next steps. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Smith, Orinda Resident 
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I have high blood pressure, anxiety attacks, and diabetes. My wife is 71 and has asthma, 
scoliosis, hypoglycemia, hearing loss, and high blood pressure. We maintain our home and fully 
support fire safety and defensible-space requirements. However, MOFD’s conduct has gone far 
beyond reasonable inspection practices and now feels harassing, retaliatory, and unlawful. As a 
resident of Orinda since 1989, I have never experienced anything like the recent conduct by 
MOFD inspectors 

  

Summary of Incidents 

 Inspectors have entered our fenced and gated side yard without permission, without 
knocking, and without announcing themselves. 

 They have taken photographs of areas not visible from the street, including our back 
door. (#26-0635) 

 Last year, inspectors climbed onto stacked sandbags to take photos over our fence. (#25-
2717) 

 This year, they opened our gate and entered our side yard, frightening my wife so 
severely that she nearly called the police because she believed unknown men were 
entering our property. 

 These actions began shortly after we declined to allow MOFD to place a permanent sign 
on our property. 

 Since then, we have received multiple citations and pre-citation notices, despite 
maintaining the vegetation along the street. 

Impact on Our Health and Safety 

These unannounced entries have caused elevated blood pressure, anxiety, sleep disruption, and 
ongoing fear of strangers entering our property without warning. Given our age and medical 
conditions, these incidents pose a real risk to our health and a sense of safety. 

  

Request for Assistance 

I respectfully request the City’s help in: 

1. Reviewing MOFD’s inspection practices, particularly regarding entry onto fenced private 
property. 

2. Ensuring that elderly and medically vulnerable residents are protected from aggressive or 
retaliatory enforcement. 
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3. Clarifying the limits of MOFD’s authority to enter private property without consent or an 
administrative warrant. 

4. Helping us stop further unannounced entries, which are causing serious health impacts.  

We are not asking for special treatment, only for lawful, respectful, and non-threatening 
conduct from a public agency that serves our community. 

  

Thank you for your time and attention. I would be grateful for any assistance or guidance your 
office can provide. 

  

Sincerely, 

Lauren and Elizabeth Smith-Yazolino 

Orinda, California 

  

-------   

From: Isaacs, Jeff <jisaacs@mofd.org> 
Sent: Friday, June 5, 2026 12:05 PM 
To: E Smith < >; Linda Smith <lsmith@cityoforinda.gov>; Graham, Gorden 
<ggraham@mofd.org>; Irving, Casey <cirving@mofd.org> 
Subject: Fw: Request for Assistance Regarding MOFD Harassment, Unlawful Entry, and Safety Concerns 

  

Lauren and Elizabeth, 

Thank you for reaching out and sharing your concerns. I am sorry to hear that you and your wife have felt distressed 
by recent defensible space inspections. I understand that unexpected contact at your home can be upsetting, and 
I appreciate you bringing your concerns to our attention. 

To better understand the issues you raised, MOFD’s Fuel Mitigation Manager went to your property today to review 
the layout and circumstances. Your property is located on the corner of Glorietta Boulevard and Meadow View 
Road, and there appear to be two front-door access points. Based on that layout, I understand why staff entered 
through the unlocked gate believing they were using the normal access route to the front door. 

I also want to clarify a few important points regarding MOFD’s inspection process. MOFD inspectors are 
conducting official District business when performing defensible space and fire safety inspections. As part of that 
work, inspectors may use the normal access route to the front door of a residence, including opening an unlocked 
gate, walking to the front door, knocking, and attempting to make contact with the property owner or occupant. 
This type of limited approach to the front door is generally recognized under the law as an implied license to 
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contact the resident. It is not the same as entering a home or conducting a full search of private areas without 
consent. 

We did observe that “No Trespassing” signs have now been placed on your fence. MOFD respects your right to 
privacy, and staff will not enter your property in the future. At the same time, MOFD remains responsible for 
enforcing applicable fire safety and defensible space requirements, and you are required to comply with these 
ordinances. 

Regarding your statement that inspectors stood on sandbags to see over the fence, based on our review, I do not 
believe that statement is accurate. From the public right-of-way, a person can see over portions of the fence and 
observe the fire safety violations present on your property. While lawfully present in the public right-of-way or on 
the normal approach to the front door, inspectors may document visible fire hazards, including by taking 
photographs of conditions visible from those locations. 

MOFD takes defensible space and fire safety inspections seriously because these requirements are intended to 
protect residents, neighboring homes, first responders, and the broader community from wildfire risk. California 
law and Fire District Ordinance 23-01, 23-08 and 26-01 requires property owners to maintain their property free of 
fire hazards. This standard is required to be maintained year-round. Since your property is under an acre in size the 
requirement is that you must completely abate your entire parcel. 

While I appreciate that you believe your property is being maintained in a fire-safe manner, a review of your case 
file shows that your property has previously been cited for these same fire safety violations since 2021. You have 
also previously been made aware of the seriousness of these violations and the need to correct them. 

Because you have already been notified of these violations in prior years, MOFD is withdrawing the pre-citation 
notice and issuing a $100 citation. You will have 14 days to correct the violations. If the violations are not corrected 
within 14 days, a $200 citation will be issued. If the violations remain uncorrected after that additional compliance 
period, a $500-per-day citation may be issued until the violations are corrected. 

The District has previously worked with you and has granted extensions in the past. Given the history of this 
property, the repeated nature of the violations, and the prior opportunities to comply, I do not believe additional 
time is appropriate. No further extensions will be granted. 

Please also be advised that failure to comply with a written order of the Fire Code Official may constitute a 
misdemeanor under the California Fire Code, California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 9, as adopted and 
amended by the District. 

I also want to be clear that the City of Orinda does not have jurisdiction over the Moraga-Orinda Fire District and 
cannot direct how MOFD conducts its inspections or enforcement activities. MOFD is governed by its Board of 
Directors and operates under its own legal authority and adopted fire safety regulations 

That said, I am happy to meet with you and your wife to discuss your concerns, review the inspection history, and 
explain what needs to be corrected moving forward. My goal is not to create conflict, but to ensure the property is 
maintained in a manner that meets fire safety requirements and helps protect both your home and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

If you would like to discuss this matter further, please contact me directly. You are also welcome to bring your 
concerns before the MOFD Board of Directors during a public Board meeting. 
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Jeff Isaacs 

Fire Chief 

Moraga-Orinda Fire Protection District 

1280 Moraga Way| Moraga, CA 94556 

jisaacs@mofd.org 

(925) 258-4500 
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From: jonathan@
To: Holbrook, Marcia
Subject: Study of Slide Areas
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2026 9:39:22 AM

Good Morning, Mrs. Holbrook.  I hope you are doing well.

https://oaklandgeology.com/2025/02/03/orinda-the-landslide-city/

I wish to bring this article and the study it references to the attention of the District. 

Should MOFD desire at some time in the future to bring its hazard mapping up to higher
standards, this information would be very helpful in terms of understanding what areas
could become hazardous to work in during years when we get back-to-back heavy winter
storms.

I recall a few years ago when some houses in the Hall Drive area slid and were red tagged. 
It might have served Fire Captains and BC's well to have had access to the sort of mapping
which shows adjacent areas that could become hazardous.

If nothing else, printing out these maps and having them available to post on fire station
walls during years when soils are becoming super-saturated seems eminently sensible. 
Obviously, at a time when hazardous conditions are mounting, a deeper level of area
familiarization becomes useful.

Be well.
~Jonathan Goodwin,
  Canyon, Calif.
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